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Ads xiii. 36, and 37. 


For David after he had ſerved his own Generation 
by the Will of God, fell on Sleep, and was 
laid unto his Fathers, and ſaw Corruption. 
But he whom God raiſed a» ain, ſaw no Corrup- 


Hon; 


S this Book in the General, informs us of the Di- 
ligence of the Apoſtles, and the Doctrine which 
they Publiſh'd to the World; ſo this Chapter in 
particular goes upon the ſame Deſign. At the 
__ 1th Verſe, we find St. Paul and his Company at 
Antioch, in the Synagogue of the Jews, on the Sabath-day. 
In v. 15. the Leading Men of the Society, Invite our Apoſtle 
to Preach em a Sermon; and in the following Verſes you 
have his Diſcourſe to them; the Deſign of which, is ro prove 


8 Febſus of Nazareth the Promiſed Miaſſiab; in whom the Pro- 
* pheſies relating to this Matter, were to receive their final 


|  Accompliſhment, One of the Propheſies which Paul inſiſts 
8 upon here, introduces our Text. You have this Prediction 
in P/al. 16. v. 10. Neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy one to 
ſee Corruption. The ultimate Views of the Spirit of God in 
this Paſſage, could not be terminated on David : Becauſe 
tho he ſerved his Generation according to the Will of God, 
= he Died, was gathered ro his Fathers, and ſaw Corruption. 
But Feſus anſwered this Character of the Meſſiah exactly: 
For he whom God has raiſed again. ſaw no Corruption,  _ 
The Words of our Text contain two Things. 


I. A Significant Deſcription of Death, in thoſe Words, 
Falling aſleep, and being laid to his Fathers, and ſeeing Cor- 
ruption. 5 | c . 
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I. The Duty to be [performed 3 in order to Dying welf, 
. onto. a Generation according 7 the Wi U of God. | 


1 order to fix my [Is of this E Expreſſo ion, 1 ſhall through 5 


"this Diſcourſe. underſtand b it, That David ſpent a Life 
wherein be was ſerviceable to the Age in which he lived, and at 
the ſame time was devoted in a courſe of Sincere Obedience to 
bis God. I include in my Notion of David's Serving bis 


Generation, both the Dury that lay in a more immediate 

manner between himſelf and his God; and alſo his Uſeful- 

: neſs to the particular Perſons, who were then alive and with- 

in his eompals ro aſſiſt. The former of theſe was the prin- 

 cipal. and ultimate End of his Being, and the latter was the 

" ſubordinate one. The Cafe of David was not Particular and 
diſtinct from that of all Mankind; he was not the only Man 


who had this Duty to perform towards God and bis Neigh- 
bour: Others, as well as he, have Souls to ſave ; a Crown 


to ſtrive for; a God ro pleaſe, and Erernal Miſeries ro e- 


| ſcape, and muſt be uſeful to others. This is a Duty expect- 


ed from every one who has a Capacity for ir. As certainly 
- as Dying, and being gathered" ro our Fathers; and ſeeing 
ee await us, ſo ſure is it, that ſerving our Ge- 
nerations according to the Wilk of # God: r at our 


4 8712 F 25 * 
Hands. 9 11 


Every thing lit is Recorded "YM of David, was 3 0 


3 ' Tag to the will of God. His ſerving his Generation, and his 
falling Aſleep were both ſo. His being gathered to his Fa- 


, thers, and ſeeing Corruption, were rhings entirely ſubject 


to the Sovereign diſpoſal of God. Tho it muſt be confeſ- 


' fed, that according as it's pointed in the beft anciem Co- 


dies, it bas a moſt Direct Reference to the firſt Clauſe. + 
In order to the diſpoſing of your Me- 
1 Vid. Bez. An- ditations over this Paſſage into a Me- 
not. in Locum. tthod, I ſhalt lay down theſe —y 
e 5 "Propoſitions from the Words. 2: 


; 


x Thar David could wor be the piles 4 Mic becanſe op 


he ſaw Corruption. "1 


4x 


II. That Feſus, hom God 1 raiſed again. 47 no "Oba 
ption ; under which CharaQer, rhe Mee ah had yu hh 


edel y repreſented. * 


ak That 
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ing to the Will of Gd. 


. That when Good Men have done the Service of - 
their Generations, they fall Aﬀeep; they are gathered to 
their Fathers, and their Bodies ſee Corruption. 


Prop. I That David could not be the promiſed Meſſiah, le- 


2 cauſe he ſaw Corruption. God's Holy one, the promiſed Chriſt, 
was not te undergo Corruption. The Minds of the Fews 
had for ſeveral Ages been taken up with very Pompous Idea's 


of the expected Meſſiah ; they conceived of im as one who 
was to deſcend from a Race of Kings, and of the Iluſtrious 


Line of David. As they had ſeen their Neighbours enjoy- 
ing a fort of General Monarchy by Turns, ſo they hoped 
the Meſſiah would one Day come to pur in a Claim for a 
Few:ſh Monarchy over the World. As the Aſſyrians in the 


firſt Place, and then rhe Perſians, had ſpread their Conqueſts 


and Government over many Nations: And as afterwards the 


Grecian and Roman Empires were ſucceſſively built upon 


the Ruins of thoſe, ſo the Fews expected to have their Turn 


at Empire. They hoped that one of the Race of David 


ſhould ſpring up to break their Bonds too, having Secular 


Government put upon his Shoulders, to make the Neighbour- 
Nations one Day truccle to them, and to eclipſe all the Se- 
cular Glories of Alexander and the Cefars But as the Spi- 
rituality of the Meſſiah's Kingdom was very much overlook d 
through their miſtaking the Import of Propherical Expreſſi- 


4 ons, ſo they ſeem to have diſregarded the Propheſies of his 


Death and Sufferings, tho forerold ſo very plainly, Va. 53. 


v. 7. He is brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter. v. 12. He 


hath poured out his Soul unto Death. Dan. 9. v. 26. Meſſiah 


| ſhall be cut off, but not for himſelf. Although theſe Prophe- 
ſies be very plain, as to his Dying; and tho' his being reſ- 
cued from Corruption, was in like manner foretold, yet it 


ſeems that both of theſe were in a great meaſure unobſerved, 
becauſe of rhe Offence which the Jews in general took ar the 


. Croſs. For nothing could be a more flat Contradiction to 
their Expectations, than that rhe Meſſiah ſhould be Cruciſied 


and dealt with like a Malefactor, by the Roman Powers. 
But however, his being ſecur'd from Corruption, was a 


Caſe ſo peculiar, that no Man from the Days of David, 
© down ta Feſus, could put in a Claim to the full Accompliſh» 
ment of this Prediction in himſelf, So peculiarly was it a- 


--. @*3 . dapted 


neration, accord- 
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III. That every Man ſhould ſerve his Ge 
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4 A SERMON Preach'd qt LN 
dapted to the Meſſiah. The Characters of this Great Re- 
deemer, which were laid down before his Coming (of which 
this in the Text was one) contribute no little ſupport ro our 
Faith. God does nor demand the Faith of the World in this 
Fe/us without ſufficient Evidence. Whenever God required the 
Belief of the World, he bas given ſuch Evidence as tho' he 
knows it will not be finally convincing to every one, yet it 
ſhall leave Unbelievers wholly without Excuſe. God does 

not inſiſt upon ſuch hard Terms with us, as to require us to 
believe in eſus. without giving him his Diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racters, and ſufficient Teſtimonials that he was indeed ſent 
from God. | | : : 


Prop. II. That Jeſus, whom God Raiſed again, ſaw no Cor- 
ruption. Tho! the Uaion between the Soul and Body of our 
Saviour was Diſſolved, yet his Body was not Purrified : The {| 
Reaſon was, He roſe again from the Grave, before the time 
of Putrefaction, according to the common courſe of Things. 
Feſus knows the ſtrength of that Death which is the univer- 
ſal Terrour of Mankind; and he allo is acquainted with the 
; way of maſtering Death. He has vanquiſhed it in its full 
| Force and Power. He has triumphed over Death and Cor- 
= ruption, and over all the Terrors of every Shape and Form 
4. which the Grave itſelf ever appeared in. Tho' the Grave be 
ql - a Place and State of Horror, our Bleſſed Saviour has con- 
S.. quered Death; and through him we may take up the Apa- 
17 fitle's Exultarion, 1 Cor. xv. v. 55, 56, 57. O Death, where is 
1 ' thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy Victory! The Sting of Death A 
| | 16 Sin, and the ſtrength of Sin is the Law: But thanks be to , 
1 God which giveth us the Victory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
I cannot tell how a Man durſt Die, making that which is a 'F 
Matter of Neceſſity, a Matter of Choice; unleſs our Lord 
Jeſus had unſtung Death, and triumphed over it; but he has 
made it a mild propirioas Thing in the Effect; inaſmuch as 
> it opens a Door of full and compleat Bleſſedneſs ro the Peo- 

ple of God which they could never enter without Dying. The 
Reſurrection of our Saviour, ſhews that it's in his Power to 
maſter Death, and that the Grave is not Omnipotent. Tho' 
every Believer muſt be made e er long a Priſoner, and kept 
under cloſe Cuſtody in the Grave, yet he ſhal! be a Priſoner 

of Hope, in as much as our Lord Feſiis had not only Power 
to reſcue his own Body from Corruption, but will alſo deal 
with Death for his own People, by ſpeaking Deliverance to 
them from their Confinement in the Grave. Hoſ xiii. 14. 
I will ranſom them from the Power of the Grave : I will —_— 
3 . 8 FFC... them 
#35 1 


The FunzxArL of Mr. Noble. 5 
them from Death: O Death, I will be thy Plagues; O Grave, 
I will be thy Deſtruction. | | 
Prop. III. That every Man ſhould ſerve his Generation; 
according ro the will of God. | 
Here I ſhall enquire, 


I. Why God brings out Mankind in ſucceſſive Generati- 
ons, and nor all at once ? 


II. What Work God hath for every Generation to do ? 
I. Why does God bring out Mankind in Succeſſive Gene- 


rations, and not all ar once? | 
I Anſwer, Tho' the Reaſons of the Divine Proceedings can 
be many times reſolved into nothing but Sovereign Pleaſure, 
yer I think, . 
1. One Reaſon why God produceth Mankind in Genera- 
tions, and not all at once, might be for the Variegation of 
his Works. When we look over the Creation, we find good 
Reaſon to conclude, that it was the Pleaſure of God, rather 
to have a Variety of Beings produced, than only make Crea- 
tures of one Kind. The Wiſdom of God would rather diver- 
ſiſie ae the Scene of the Univerſe with various Colours; would 
rather faſhion his Works into differing Shapes and Forms, than 
employ itſelf only about Things of one Kind. If the Univerſe 
had been all Sun, and if there had been nothing for it ro ſhine 
to; or all one vaſt Maſs of Earth, without one Creature to 
live upon it; or all Air, and no Animal to breath in it; in 
this Caſe we can none of us imagine that ſuch an Unvariega- 
ted Production would be a Demonſtration of infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs ; tho' ir might indeed be conceived as an 
Evidence of vaſt Power, But the Variety of Colours which 
are laid upon this preſent Scene, the vaſtly differing kinds of 
Creatures, are the Glory of DivineWiſdom. As Man is not all 
over Eye, or Tongue, or Bowels, or Bone ſo a like Variation 
is obſerved in the greater World, which contributes not a little 
to the Beauty of it. Now, God had. before the Creation of 
Man, made a whole Species of Creatures together, for he had 
made all the Angels at once: But to Beautify the Univerſe 
with Variety, he made not only another Kind of Creatures, 
but he alter d the very way of their Production. 
2. Another Reaſon why God produceth Mankind in Ge- 
nerations Succeſſively, and not all at once, was for a conveni- 
em Stare of Trial for ſome Spirits upon this Earth, in order 
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a to their Rewards. It was the Pleaſure of God to have more 


of our Species of Creatures in this State of Trial, than could 
with conveniency-.live upon the Face of the Earth ar once; 
and therefore it is that they ſhow themſelves in Succeſſive Ge- 
nerations. God never deſigned that this Earth ſhould be the 
|  placeof our Everlaſting Abode, how much ſoever the Affe- 
if ctions of ſome are fixed upon it. But he would have this 
| World to be only a State of Trial ro our Spirits, Ir is nor 
the way of God, ſo far as we can diſcover the Methods of his 
Providence, to reward any Spirits before they paſs through 
2 courſe of Trial and Obedience: So he did with our Savi- 
our. It's likely that he did thus with the Angels; and it's 
ſure that he does after this manner with the Spirits of Men. - 
Our Saviour muſt be tried firſt, before he might be ſuffered 
to enter upon the Reward. Had our Saviour been Reward- 
ed before he had paſs d through a State of Trial, he had been 
rewarded for nothing; and then he might as well have been 
Puniſhed for nothing. But his Soul muſt Travel before he 
| could Ne of the travel of his Soul. Indeed this could not have 
1 been a proper Reward of our Saviour, if no regard was had 
to ſomething done on his Part, and required by the Mediato- 
rial Covenant for this Glorious Recompence. See our Lord 
leſus making a Reflexion upon the Work that he had done, 
and demanding the Reward from his Father. Fohn xvii. v. 
4, 5. have Glorified thee on the Earth. ] have finiſhed the 
Work which thou gaveſt me to do; now, O Father, glorifie 
thou me with thine own ſelf, with the Glory which 1 had with 
thee before the World was, Heb. ii. 9. Feſus for the ſuffer- ? 
ing of Death, was Crowned with Glory. | | | 
No doubt of it but the Angels, as well as our Saviour, 
paſt through their Trial, whatever that was, before they 
were rewarded with a confirmation in Glory, and fixed be- 
.yond all poſſibility of Falling: otherwiſe the Glory they en- 
joy, is no Reward ; but the meer Bounty of their Creator. i 
In like manner does God alſo deal with the Spirits of Menn: 
God has determined that this World ſhall be the Place in 
which the Souls of Men ſhall be tried, and according as we 
ſhall act our Parts on the Stage of Time, we become fir for 
"A one of the Erernitics that lie before ns. Either we ſhall be by 
_ Grace ſitted, in this World, for Heaven, or by Sin ripened for 
Wit 1 Miſery.----- Now God did not judge one Generation of Men 
enough to ſhew his own Glory to, or ro manifeſt his own 
Perfections upon: And the Earth he ſaw would ſerve to be 
| à Theater of Action, as well for Ten Thouſand Generati- 
1 ons, as if it had been only made for one Age of * ; 
; | f - * on 


\ 
* 


IE Fo 
FROG 


9 R en 4 ans ALE oa, Wn os N . 3 4 en,, 0 IR 0 \ 
wy TY 22 E * 15 8. . Ps « * n 8 2 7 7 9 9 WF, , & 55S 2 * * N ** 25 4 FOR 7 2 7 3 * 2470 l N 9 * TITTY 3 — \ 
C = * EY 1 : 0 : 4 £ ** I 9 A* „ N 
7 N * A 5 5 7 7 - $4 * * * 
# PS Foo of; 7 W A £ n TY + * » A * 4 me "V2.4 WE” a, 3 = ©. 
„ 6 FI TIED! Xt Kd, £ % # : „ + 1-EY * 5 — 
* * 2 7 . > 4 * 0 a ? * RF Oe IM 7 
* 3 65 S 4 Y Ss x 
3 . Bey SL. < IR 
W EE 7 A 


a N. * * 8 
Wo e 


£ Get 5 


Dr 7. he F u N E R A L of Mr. * ob @_ | 7 ; 5 5 wh 
: for juſt fa many as could at once live upon it, and then had f 
been thrown down. Now ſeeing God would try vaſt Mul- 
titudes of Men, there would not have been Convenience for 
all ro haye liv'd at once, and in one Age, upon the Face of 
the Earth: And God alſo foreſaw, that the Ends of his Go- 
vernment might be as well artain'd by a Succeſſion of Men, 
as if they had all made their Appearance at the ſamę Time, 


II. What Work hath God for each Generation to do? 
Anſw. God did never yet act ſo much below himſelf ag 
to ſend any Generation, or any one Man into this World, 
without an Errand. Every Chriſtian has ſome what to do for 
himſelf, and ſomewhar for others. And ſhould begin his 
Work in ſecuring bis Acceptance and Friendſhip with God, 
by a twofold gracions Change upon himſelf, A Relative 
Change of his State, from Condemnarion to Favour : And a 
Sub jective Change of his whole Heart and Nature: Thus 
will he be prepar d to go about the other Work of his 

Day. | | | Gs 

r. Every Man ſince the Days of Adam, in ſeeking the 
Kingdom of God, muſt feek a Relative Change of his State; 
that is, Juſtification or Pardon of Sin, and Right to Life thro! 
Jeſus Chriſt, Every Man hath need of this Relative Change, 
Rom. iii. 23. v. All have ſinned and come ſhore of the Glory 
of God. Therefore every Man ſhould ſeek for the Pardon of 
his Sin, and that there may be a Reconciliation brought a- 
bout between him and his God. The | Deſign of our 
3 Beings and Generations can never be ſerv'd, while there is 
2 Quarrel between us and our God. Peace with God, and 

Pardon of Sin, are Things of the laſt Importance. How un- 
concern d ſoever the Generality of Men are, before this 
Change paſs upon them, they have no good Reaſon for theic 
Security. A Life blacken'd all over with Sin, and a Soul 
obnoxious every Moment to the Wrath of an angry God, are 
not Things to be eaſy withal. And when a Man has no fur- 
ther Aſſurance that his carnal Pleaſures and Eaſe ſhall be con- 
tinu d, than that a frail Life ſhall not expire, or the Patience 
of that God who has been long abus d, ſhall never be ſpent: 
I ſay, when a Man has no further Security than theſe amount 
to, the moſt ſpeedy Endeavours to get the Caſe alter d are 
neceſſary. Let but any Man among you now look back in- 
to his Life, and take one View of the Law of God, and the 
Neceſſity of God's making his Law ſo perfect, and of his 
keeping up the Honour of his Government, by a Righteous 

and Faithful Execution of threaten'd Penalties, when once 
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the Law is Wade: And then ler 2 Man look back into his 
own Life, and compare that with this perfect Rule; upon 


two ſuch Views as theſe, he will certainly diſcover abun-— 
dance of Deviations from this perfect Rule; and abundance 
of Reaſon to conclude, that he is every Minute liable for 


theſe Sins to ſuch Terrors as the Juſtice of Heaven can in- 
flict upon ſuch a Sinner. Should any Man who is not alto- 
gether a Fool, reſt ar Eaſe one Pulſe in ſuch a Condition? 
Should it be a Queſtion with yon, whether you ſhould fir 
ſtill and Die, or rather flee for your Lives to the only Re- 
fuge of Souls? Does the Caſe admit of any long Debate, 


whether it would be wiſely done for an impotent Creature 
to ſtand Contending with an angry Almighty God for ever? 


Sure ir ought to be the very firſt Thing that you ſhould ſer 
about, to get the Quarrel between you and your God com- 
pos d. Iwill as ſoon believe that it's a happy Place to ſtand 
at the Mouth of a Cannon ready to be diſcharg'd, as to live 


every Day under the Threatnings of a broken Law, while 
| God and you are mutually unreconcil'd. What fignifies ir 


ſtill to Plead, that God is Mercify] and Reconcileable 2 The 
Mercy of God never has hitherto inclin'd him to ſubvert hig 
own Faithfulneſs and Government; nor to pity Sinners with 
a fooliſh Pity, inconſiſtent with his Rectoral Juſtice ; nor re 


fave them and pardon them contrary ro his Oath. Did the 


meer Reconcileableneſs of God ever yet give Heavenly 


Glory. ro any one to whom he was not actually reconciled? 
- God was once reconcileable to the Spirits which are now in 


Priſon : But they abus d bis Goodneſs and Love, till the very 


Patience of God turn d into Diſpleaſure. Where is the Com- 
fort of it now ro them, that God was once reconcileable, 


but that be will never be ſo again! Well, this is the firſt 


Step that you have to take, in order to the fulfilling the 
End of your Beings, and ſerving your Generation. And is 


not this firſt Step yet untaken by ſome? You have had a great 


many Years in the World, what have you been a doing in all 


this Time to anſwer the End of your ſtanding up in this Geg 
neration ? Is your Sin yet pardon'd ? Your Pride, and Paſſion, 
and Worldly-mindedneſs, and Neglect of God, and Heaven, 
and Ordinances? Have you yet obtain'd the Remiſſion of 


Four Sins, ſince your coming into the World? Oh how fain 


would God ſee you at the Work of Repentance, and ering 
his Face, that this Relative Change of your State might paſs 
upon you! How fain would God pardon Sinners, and how. 


willingly and readily would he do it! But how hardly are Sin- 


ners brought to be forgiven, and to do that which muſt be 


done, 
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done, of otherwiſe no Forgiveneſs? 'Tis 4 muſt. aſtoniſhing 


Conſideration (faith a certain Divine t) ee 
. — God ſhould be ſo eaſy to orgive, LY Bates's 1 
and Man fo hard to be forgive. n 
2. All that have ever hicherto from the Beginning of the 
World ſerved their Generations to purpoſe, have been alſo 
ſubjectively changed. By a Subjective Change I mean San- 
Ctiſication; and tbis is as neceſſary in its Place as the other. 
We have as much need of Sanctification as Pardon, in order 
to our Bleſſedneſs. We can never be Bleſſed with a Heart 
hating God and Holineſs. Perily, J. fay unto you, Except you 
be converted and become as little Children, „ 
ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Matth. 18. 3. 


Heaven. Without Holineſs no Man ſhall 


ſee the Lord. Jeſus auſwered and ſaid Heb. 12. 14 
unto him, Verily, Verily, I ſay unto thee, John 3. 3. 
except a Man be born again, he cannot ea 


fer the Kingdom of God. We are all of us born without any 
eart to Heavenly Things, without Love to Holineſs, without 
Averfion to Sin; and at grown Years we criminally indulge 
our ſelves in our No- Inclination to God. Therefore undoubr- 
edly there is a Neceflity of our Spirits being put into a ber- 
ter Poſture towards our Creator. Has it ever been your 
fincere Endeavour to get your Spirits faſhioned according ro 
the Goſpel? When your Judge begins to reckon with you, 
upon this Queſtion, what will you ſay? When your Eternal 
1 or Miſery comes to be put upon this Iſſue, How 
have you ſerved your Generations? Has it been according ts the 
Will of God? Did you make it a Principal Buſineſs in your 
Lives to get Sanctiſication? For this is the Will of God even 
your Sancti fication, 1 Theſſ. 4. 3. When you muſt hold up 


1 vour Hand at the Bar of the Judge of all the World, and 
be try d for your Lives upon theſe Queſtions, hat Defence 


will you make 2 Will it only be this? Lord, all that I did 
in my Generation was only to gather an Eſtate, and indulze an 
inſatiate, craving, ſenſual Appetite. I ſtrove to tranſmit large 


Poſſeſſions to my Poſterity, that J and they might ſit uppermoſt, 


and go foremoſt. Or, Lord, all the Service that I have done 
to the Age in which I lived, was only to make em alittle Sport; 


3 but I never would repent of my Sin, chooſe what came ont. 1 
would never ſtrive with my Heart one Day, to pet it near thee, 


nor to perſuade it to 4 conſenting Subjettion to Chris Feſus. 
O whar a lame Account this would be of a Life fill'd up 
with the apteſt Opportunities! Thou makeſt nothing of thy 
Life, if thou doſt not repent of thy Sin and believe the Goſ- 


10 A S ERMON Praalſdat 
Nel, and conſent to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Thou hadſt far 
tter have been a ſtupid Stock, or an unfeeling Stone, than 
chat the Service of thy Generation ſhould be undone. Thou 


2 hadſt far better have fill'd up the place of a deſpicable Anr, 


or the room of a Worm, or a pile of Graſs in the World, 
than to have had a Generation to ſerve, ſuch Work to do, 
and ſuch Powers to do it, and a Capacity ſo ſadly unim- 
prov'd to anſwer for. Indeed, if thou wert to be unmade 
as foon as this Natural Life is over, were that Spirit as ſure 
to be diveſted of all its Activity, as that Body is to be diſ- 
folv'd by Death; If chou wert ro think, and feel, and know 
no more to Eternity than thou didſt from Eternity, it were 
no matter of giving any Regard to this preſent Life, or whe- 
ther we get Sanctification or mils of it. 7 
3. Thoſe who will ſerve their Generations to purpoſe, 
mult receive Religion from ſuch as are Juſt, leaving the 
Church and the World, and deliver it down to Poſterity. 
God has wiſely order'd it, that all the Men of a Generation 
don't Die at once, and that the riſing Age are not deſerted 
wholly of all the Experience of former Times. The World 
has been ever fince the Days of Noah well mixed, with 
Young and Old, and Middle-Aged : This gives a fair Op- 
portunity for. tranſmirring Religious Truths, and the Know- 
ledge of God down to Poſterity. 4k thy 
Deut. 32. v. 7. Father, and he will ſhow thee ; thy Elders, 
| and they will tell thee. Conſider the Years 
ef many Genzrations. One Generation is chaſing another off 
the Stage; and one piece of Service that we allow to ſuck 
as muſt ſhortly fit in our Sears, and fill our Places, is to re- 
ceive Religion, and eſpecially Fundamental Truths from our 
Fathers, with as much Care as we do their Arts and Trades, 
Pſal. 78. 3, 4. and convey them to the next. You are not 
made for your ſelves alone; your Buſineſs here is to help in 
making this World better; and if the Age you live in be not 
better for you, it will be worſe. One Thing that you have 
to do, is to get acquainted with the ſubſtantial Parts of Re- 
ligion, from ſuch as have made it the Subject of their Me- 
ditation, all or moſt of their Days. Indeed, when our Fa- 
thers tranſmic the Ruowledge of Goſpel-Truth to us, they 
cannot give us their Graces, if they would never ſo fain, 
along with it. They can leave us only the ſame Bibles to 
meditate over, which wrought upon them; they can only 
leave us in the Hands of the fame Holy Spirit, who ſancti- 
fied their Souls. They can tell us of a ſtrange moving of 
the Waters by which they were healed; but they can neither 
2 2; move 


4 uon you. The Widows and the Father- | 


a Heaven at ſtake ; you have a God to pleaſe : Endeavour 
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move the Waters, nor put us in. They cannot give oũr Souls 
the ſame Holy Impreſſions that are upon themſelves. They 


= can ſignify their Knowledge to us by Writing; and we can be 


pretty ſure of that, if we will; bur they carry all their Graces 
away with them. Shall nor we therefore take ſome Pains to 
gather what Informations we can from our Fathers? They 
can inform us of a great many of their own Experiences; As, 
that often they have found God a preſent Help in time of Trouble, 
That ſometimes they have been hard put to it, nay: and have 
Fallen by little Temptations: That they have ſometimes got 
ground by Stumbling, tho not by Falling: That they have found 
ſontetimes great Mercy in a ſmall Matter. Will you now do 
all yon can, that the Church of Chriſt in Times to come may 
be no better for the Knowledge and Experience of the paſ- 
fing Generation? I ſhould think it a ſad Epitaph, ſhould this 
be writ over my Grave; Here lies a Man that would not 
ſerve bis Generation, by propagating as much Acquaintance 
with Religion to Paſterity as he — Or, Here lies a Man 
that had 'a Life of many Tears in the World, but be went thro” 
it; and yet no one knew God better for him, and no one got 
more Acquaintance with the Goſpel by his means. Are you 
ambitious of ſuch an Epitaph as this, as a Memorial of you 
to the Ages yer unborn? If you are not, be as unwilling that 
it ſhould be true, as that it ſhould be known for Truth. 

4. Whoever will ſerve a Generation, muſt do all the Good 
he can to neceſſitous Perſons: We ſhould help the Poor, the 
Widows and the Fatherleſs, according to our Abilities, Be 
Charirable ro the Poor, That the Bleſſmg 5 
of him that is ready to periſh may come Job 29. v. 13. 
leſs are many times a helpleſs ſort of Things; and let it ne- 
ver be ſaid, that we diſpute againſt good Forks, inſtead of 
doing the. 8 | 


APPLICATION: 


I Should every one thus ſerve their Generations according 
ro the Will of God 2 Then God has not ſent us into the World 
to fir ſtill and to be Idle, bur to do Service, If you'll anſwer 
the End of your Beings and Lives, you muſt not imitate the 
Birds, that only gather a few Sticks, and a little Clay, to 
feather their Neſts, and bring up their Young, and fo Die. 
You have a greater Deſign to drive on and purſue; you have 
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tb do ſomething now har may be of good Conſequence to 


vou for ever. A8 Apelles ainted for Eternity, in like man- 


ner do you ſo ſerve God, as if you meant it to ſtand for c 


ever. The Work which [the Men of this Age do, has all a 
regard to Bternity. And the Obedience or Diſobedience of 
this Generation, will have an Ingrediency into the Reaſon 
of the ſinal Diſpoſal of theit Spirits. What is it that you are 
a doing now for Eternity? Are you ſowing good Seed for 


Heaven, or are you only ſowing Chaff in your Preparations for 
the coming World > Do you ſuffer the deſign of the Goſpel 


to take place upon your Spirits ? Is there ever a One who 
hears me this Day, that does nothing for a God, a Soul, a 
Saviour, a Heaven ? I ack you, My do you ſt and here all 


the Day Idle ? Is there no Buſineſs for you Is the Work of 


this Generation all taken up by other Hards, ſo that you can 
get no Employment ? I come to hire you this Day: Do you 
your Work, and gun ſhall have your Penny, tho' yout come in late, 


II. Sbould every one thus ſerve their Generations accord- 
ing to the Will of God, then Woe to thoſe who diſſerve their 
Generations; that inſtead of doing any thing for God, do all 
they can againſt him; and that inſtead of living to advance 
the Glory of God, endeavour by a courſe of obſtinate Diſ- 


obedience to caſt Diſhonour upon him. Sinner, I tell thee, 


that the Service of thy Generation ſhould be done, and that 
thou ſhoulft not hiſs at Chriſt, and fting his Members, and 
do Diſſervice to his Cauſe, in return for all his Kindneſs 
that he has ſhown thee. He expects that thou ſhouldſt nei- 
ther ridicule Seriouſneſs, nor diſcourage living Religion: 


But if Things are come to this Paſs with thee, that thou wilt 
neither go to Heaven thy ſelf, nor ſuffer others to do the 


Duty of their Generations, according to the Will of God, 
the Courſe of ttiiy Life is altogether uncorreſpondent both to 


his Kindneſs, and what he might juſtly expect at thy Hands. 


What could have been done more to my 


Iſai. 5. 4, 5, &&c. Vineyard that I have not done in it 7 
4 Mperefore when I looked that it ſhould 


bring forth Grapes, brought it forth Wild Grapes d 


EXHORTATION. 


Non eſt itaque quod Be diligent in this Work, becanſe you 
quenquam proter have bur one Generation to ſerve, your 
anos aut Rugas Fore-faihers, they who lived two or 
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three hundred of thouſand Years ago 
have done all that ever they muſt do for putes diu viæiſe: 
their Generation. They have made all non ille diu vixit; 
the Improvement of Opportunities that ' ſed din fuit. Sen. 
they muſt ever make. Might you be in de Brevir. Vitæ 


* 


* * 
=o 


2 1 to ſerve another Age, when Cap. 8. 
would be a colourable Pretence for your trifling away the 


ife is neglected and gone, that | 


reſent Time. Now you have a Poffibility of getting to 

Blefſedneſs, by doing God Service in your Generation, pray 
don't fin away this Poſſibility into an irreſiſtible Neceſſity of 
periſhing for ever. Noah, and David, and Abraham, and 
Hezekiah, and Fob have all fulfill'd the End of their Beings, 
and help'd ro make the Ages which they liv'd in, better. 
They may now make happy Reflections upon their own 
Serviceableneſs. But if they had not brought Glory to God 
in that one Life, which they had in this World, the Jadge 
of all the World would not have given them leave to make 
a ſecond Venture for Heaven: No Man in all this preſent 
Generation ſhall ſpend two Lives in order to his Trial for 
Eternity: Miſcarry now, and miſcarry for ever: Either get 
Pardon and Grace now, or never. Death fixes every one a 
it finds em. If we don't do the Work of God now, by ſerv- 
ing the End of our Beings, before Life and Breath be gone, 
every thing will be unalterable on the other fide of Death. 
As Fleeting and Mutable as Things are here in Time, all 
Things are fixed, ftaple and ſolid in the Territories of E- 
ternity on the other fide of Death. e e aS * Þ 
As the Diſeaſe call'd Catoche, or Congelation, fixes a Man 
as it finds him, in what Poſture ſoever that ſhall happen ro 
be; ſo if Death find thee altogether neglecting thy Work 
and Duty, it will fix thee a Neglecter for ever. If it find 
thee finally Impenitent, it will fix thee Impenitent to Erer- 


diy. Bur if you do this Work once well, it will ſtand for 


ever. If Death ſhall find your Hearts Sanctified, it won't 
unſanctify them, nor unravel your Obedience. | 
Again, Others are finiſhing their Work, and diſpatching 
it our of their Hands. Why ſhould not you do yours ? 
Others are getting to Heaven in the way of diligent Obe- 
dience. Why ſhould not you get there as well as they? If 
the Goſpel had been clogg'd with an Exception againft the 
Pardon of Britains, or their Acceptance if they ſhould repent 


never ſo much, that might be ſome Reaſon for your Delay. 


Tbere are no Odds in the Goſpel againſt you more than o- 


thers, whether you ſhall Live or no, if you Repent and Re- 


turn: 
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. 
* _  tutn: 1 mean, that there is not the leaſt ſhadow of an Improi; 
bability of your getting to Heaven, and of the Satisfaction: 
of Chriſt becoming effectual to your Juſtification as well 4 
any others, if you will heartily conſent to the Terms of the 


be as Welcome to chem as any others ? 


the moſt neglected Things in our Age! We have great rea- 
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Goſpel. Will not you take Pardon and Life, when you may 
| h | e 
But Lord, Things are come to ſuch a Paſs, that this ſerv- 


ing a Generation; according to the Will of God, is one of 


ſon to eonclude, that if the Neglecters of thee and this Ser- 
vice, wete ſure to get a Thouſand a Tear by Obedience, 
they would faſhion themſelves a little better to Religion. Bur 
becauſe its only a Heaven out of fight that's promis d as the 
Reward. of the Righteous, they cannot perſwade themſelves 


to conſent to Jeſus. We have ſome Reaſon to conelade, that 


if ir were Felony, or Treaſon, or certain Hanging ar the next 
Ae tor every one who neglects the Service of a Generati- 
on, the very Dread of this would make them do ſomething : 
For the preſent they think it's none but God ( O Atheiſts!) 
that commands them to be Holy, and nothing but Hell they 

need to fear. Thus Lord, they will rather believe thee a 
Fictitious Deiry, or Unthrone and Unſceprer thee, than ſerve 
their Generations according to thy Will... They will rather 

venture upon the flaming, Penalties of thy Son's Law, than 

endure halt an Hour's Burning at a Stake. Sinners are wil- 


ling to ſuift themſelves into any Poſtures, rather than, as 


David here, towards their God. The + 
4 H. Bleſſ. Inf. 3. Barbarous will ſooner put on Civility ; the 

„% "8, Wu WE, — Sobriety; the Treacherous, Fide. 
liey; the Moroſe, Urbanity; the Injurious, Equity; the Chur- 
liſh and Covetous, Benignity and Charity, than the Ungodly 


Man Piety, and ſincere Devotedneſs to God. When Men are 


fallen out, they'll ſooner be at Peace with one another, than 
ſtrive ro put an End to the Quarrel that lies between them 
and their God; they will apply themſelves to any Service 
rather than this. 1 an airy. 


Prop. IV. When Good Men have done the Service of their 

Generations, they Fall aſleep, they are gathered to their Fa- 

ethers, and their Bodies ſee Corruption. fd 
I ſhall conſider theſe three Phraſes diſtinctly. 


* 


I. When Good Men have done the Service of their Gene- 
rations they Fall aſleep. By this Expreſſion the Apo- 
ſtle would ſignify David's Death to us; and the Simi- 
licude is appoſite enough. a I ſhalt 
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5 1 ſhall here ſhew you, I. Wherein the Parallel lies betweeri 
Sleep and Death. 


1. Sleep is a Ceſſation from Labour and Wearineſs, and 


all our waking Employments: All ſenſible Communications 
with the Body are cur off in the time of Sleep: Then no 
= Intelligence or Advices are carry'd to the Soul from external 
Objects thro the Senſes: And ſo it's in Death. The Eye 
| ſhall ſee then no more, the fix d dead Eye does not convey 


Light to the ſeparated Soul. The dead Ear doth not receive 
any Sounds, nor give any more Information to the Soul, 
than if it only were a Stone. As Sleep is a Ceſſation from 
Sence, ſo from Pain: All our Pains are charm'd ro Reſt, 
when onde we are aſleep; ſo it is in the Sleep of Death too: 
The dead Body is not tortur d with Pain; and as it's 4 
Mercy that one may fleep ſometime to be diverted from the 
Noiſe and Pain of this natural Life(tho' indeed when we ſeek 
to Inſenſibility for Relief, we do no more than emulate the 
Happineſs of a Stone) I ſay, Thar as it is a Mercy to reſt 
frdm the Noiſe and Pain of the waking Part of our Lives, 


4 ſo it's a Privilege to Die, that we may leave a Life of ſuch 
Pains and Sorrows as this. By Dying, all our Evils of that 


ſort ate cur'd at once. | 
2. The Soul and Body are both tefreth'd by Sleep; the 


Body by this becomes more fit for Labour, and the Mind 


for Thought. Ar the very beſt our Bodies here are great 
Hinderances to our Souls; we don't think near ſo fixedly as 
we ſhould do, if we had no Bodies. When we ſhauld Pray, 
or Meditate, or Pierce into the Inſide of a Subject, Pain, 
one ſort of Bodily Uneaſineſs or another, jogs the Attention 
of the Mind, and by this means looſens us from fteddy 
Thoughtfulneſs Ay, but the Sleep of Death ſhall amend 


Matters with Believers; for both Soul and Body fhiall be 


better for it. —— It will be better for the Soul, when it has 
more Capacity, and more Holineſs, more Narutal and Moral 
Perfection; and the Body will be better for ir, when it ſhall 


become a Spiritual one, and therefore ttiore fir to ſerve for a 


Spiritual End than it now is. This Earthly Body muſt be 
Reform'd and Purify'd, before ir enter Lee: | 
into Heaven. It is ſown 4 Natural Body, t Cor. xv. 44. 

it is rats'd à Spiritual Body, The ſancti- 55 

fied Spirit ſhall, tho it don't ſleep it ſelfp yet ir ſhall, I ſay. 
teceive more Perfection after this Sleep, in the Morning of 
the Reſurrection, when all che yer-hovering Shadows = 2 
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Inactivity and Darkneſs ſhall be chaſed away. A Holy Soul 
at the Reſurrection ſhall be an Active Thing. 

3. Sleep is very ſweet at Night after the Toils of the 
Day; and the proper Seaſon of it is, when Labour is over 


and paſt, So it's in Death too. He ſhall 


Ifai, Ivii. 2. enter into Peace ; they ſhall reſt on their 
| Beds, each one walking in their Upraght- 
neſs. Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the Lord, for they ſhall 


reſt from their Labours. | 
4. We never think rhat the Time of Sleep is long. If we 


ſleep many Hours together, we never think that the Time 
moves rediouſly on: So it's in Death. The Whole of that 
great Interval, which ſhall be run off between thy Death and- 
thy Reſurrection, ſhall be to thy Body but 
Mors omnium Dolo- as one Hour; and thy Corps ſhall have 


rum & ſolutio eſt, & no need of ſhifring Poſtures in that Bed to 
Finis: ultra quam make that Sleep more eaſie; one Poſture 
mala noſtra non ex. will ſerve till the Reſurrection. | 

eunt, que nos in il- 5. We labour only a little while till 


lam tranquilitatem we muſt Sleep. The Tradeſman cannot 


in qua, antequam keep to his Shop, nor the Countryman 
naſceremur, jacui- to his Fields long, without this Refreſh- 
mus, reponit, Se- ment. So it's here ro, we muſt not la- 


nec.Conſol.adMar- bour long in this Natural Life, before 


ciam. Cap. 19. we go to this Sleep. A few Years will 


make all our wearied Parts and Powers 


to ſtand ill, and break that Poiſe of the Humours upon the 
equal Temperament of which Health and Life depend. The 


Student has not long to fit over his Book; the Judge muſt 
not (till be found fitting upon the Bench, nor the Priſoner 


ſtill Vleading for his Lite at the Bar. The Tradeſman ſhall 


not always be handling his Wares and Tools; and the Mi- 


niſter will not always be found in the Pulpit. No, e'er 1 
all Hands muſt be call'd off, and the Work muſt ſtand ſtill. 


And as it has been our Turn to Labour a while, ſo it will be 


our Turn to Sleep too. e 

6. and Laſtly. Sleep implies a Time of riſing again, and 
the Hopes of that: We never lie down to Sleep with a deſign 
never to awake any more. So when we enter into the Grave 
to reſt there, as in a Sanctuary from the Noiſe and Din of 
natural Life; it's in Hope of a Reſurrection to a Peaceful 
Eterna! Life. We hope, one Day, to have the Remainders 


of our Bodies gatbered up again, and to be awaked into Life 
once more. 


Thus I have ſhewn wherein the Parallel 


lics, Appli- 
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APPLICATION. 


p 
r | | | 
/ Will the Sleep of Death follow this Life? Then, 
" | 1. See here the Folly of thoſe Sinners, who croud up the 
- 2% whole Buſineſs of Life into a dying Hour. It would be 
very ſtrange to you, if any Workman ſhould fir ſtill all Day, 
and pretend to do the Work of a whole Day, while he un- 
cCloaths himſelf at Night. Bur juſt ſo ir is with Sinners; 
they croud up the whole Bufineis and Work of Life into 4 
few, fainting, dying Hours; they put off doing Service for 
God, till they are juſt a Dying; and that they judge the 
proper ſufficient Time. When the Doctor tells them that 
they muſt be uncloath'd, and put to this common Bed, and 
when they have ſcarce leiſure to count up the Graces which 
conſtitute an Evangelical Change, then have they the whole 
Work of a Life'ro do, A Work that Thirty or Forty Years 
is little enough for. | Te | 
3 2. Learn hence, that how well ſoever good Men have 
Z ſerv'd their ſeveral Generations, the ſtrong Neceſſity of Dy- 
ning remains notwithſtanding. The ſerviceable Miniſter, and | 
the uſeful Chriſtian muſt Die, as well as the moſt inſignifi- 5 
cant Men. As uſeful as Abraham, and Jacob, and Moſes, , 
and David were in their Places, this Sleep overtook them, 

and they dropped down on the Pillow of Death, unable to 
continue their Uſefulneſs any longer. 


II. Good Men, when they have done the Service of their 
Generations, muſt be gathered to their Fathers, 
Here I ſhall ſhew you, I. Under what Notion we ſhould 
2 conſider our Fathers who are Dead, and to whom we are 
expecting ro be gathered. Tho' I have nothing to (ay 
to thiſe Generations which are gon, we have this to fay «of 
them. Thar, | WES | | 
F They had their Time to be Born into this World, and they 
found it a World of Vanities and Follies, Emptineſs and Bu- 
terneſs, as well as we. Our Fathers did Eat and Drink, and 
ſenſible Pleaſure did beat as ſtrongly upon their Senſes as it 
does on ours. Our Fathers form'd Schemes, and laid Pro- 
3 jets, how to improve Arts, to advance themſelves and 
= ſpread their Reputations; they Traded, and were as buſie 
in the World, as the Men of this preſent Generation: Bur 
all the Noiſe they made is now over, What vaſt RE 
B 2 | | have 
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have ſtood up in the World before us! Some of them were 


undoubredly Mirthful ; others devored themſelves to rhe 


Mork of making the Body Beautiful and Gay, while ano- 


ther ſort were carry'd on by Ambition to raiſe Armies and 


| ſpread their Conqueſts: And many a brave Man has undoubt- 


edly ſtood up among our Fathers. But all this is over; the 


Generation is paſt, and with it all their Glory. 


Again, Our Fathers were Sinners, that had need of Feſus 
| | as well as we. All have ſinned and come 
Rom. 3. 23. - ſhort of the Glory of God. Who can bring 


Job. 14. 4. a clean Thing out of an unclean? Not 


4 one. The Caſe of our Fathers had been 
very Lamentable indeed, if there had been no Chriſt, no 
Saviour, no Pardon for penitent Sinners in their Times. 
Whether they ſought for Remiſſion or no, they had need of 


it. The Satisfaction of Chriſt was not an uſeleſs Thing to 


former Ages of the World. In the Generations of Noah, 
and Abraham, and Meſes, and David, they had need to have 


recourſe to our Chriſt by Faith. As Heaven alone can make 


us Happy, fo nothing but this could Bleſs them, Hebr. 


11.2, 39, 40. Hell was a terrible Thing 3 or 4000 Years 
ago; and Sin led to Death in thoſe Days, as well as it does 
now. The Souls of our Fathers were of the ſame Precious 
and Immortal Value with our owri. The ſame Throne of 
Grace which we Pray to, had many an earneſt Prayer di- 
rected to it by our Fathers: And our way of getting to 
Heaven by Faith, and Sanctification, is not a new way, in- 
vented in theſe laſt Ages of the World, but it's as old as the 
Times of Adam and Abel. | TS | 
Again, Our Fore-fathers had their Opportunities for their 
recious Souls. They had fair Warning about the Iſſues of 
Fife and were told in plain Terms what they were to look 
for in the next World. Some of our Fathers had more 
Means, and others enjoy'd leſs : Some were under the Con- 
duct of the bare Light of Nature, while others among theta 
were alarm'd by Excellent Preackers. Bur the Preachers are 
gone, and our Fathers are gone; chooſe what uſe they made 
of thoſe Opportunities. The paſt Generations have done 
all that ever they muſt do, in a way of Trial for Erernity. 
And they have made all the Improvement of their Advan- 
tages that ever they muſt make. Whether they were Wile, 
cr Fooliſh, they had their time of Choice. Some of em 
choſe Jeſus, and Holincſs, and bore a Teſtimony againſt the 
Impurities and Defections of the Times wherein they lived. 


And 
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And ſome of them laid down their Lives in the Cauſe of 


_ Chriſt, and would have loſt a thouſand Lives rather than 


have parted with one Chriſt Jeſus. Others would not be 
perſwaded to part with their Sin. Whatever God ſaid in his 


4 : Word, they would not Repent. Thoſe who choſe Sin, and 


Guilt, have now their Choice for ever: And ſuch as chofe 
Chriſt, and Holineſs, have theirs for ever roo. One is eter- 
rally loſt, and the other is bleſſed ro Eternity. We fay, 
Faſt bind, faſt find, Thoſe who have bound themſelves faſt 
to Jeſus, find an intimate Union between him and them for 
ever. Others united themſelves to their Sin, and their Guilt, 
and theſe ſhall adhere to them for ever. | 

Again, Qur Fathers have taſted Death; they have receiv'd 
rhe peremptory Summons for their Appearance before the 
Judge of all the World. As buſie as they were in their ſe- 
yeral Generations, Travelling, or Building, or Trading, de- 
ciding Controverſies, or gathering Stocks of Knowledge, 
when the Summons came, they were forc'd to let all their 
Deſigns ſtand ſtill.; and inſtead of moving them any further, 
they are gone to receive their Final Doom. | | 

II. Why are Good Men laid to their Fathers, and not di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, as to their Deaths, from their ungodly Proge- 


nitors? 


I Anſwer, Becauſe, 1: God would have us to be govern'd 
by Faith, and not by Sight. He would have us to believe 
there is a Heaven, and a Hell; but would not have ns now 
ſee particular Perſons receiv'd into thoſe : If ungodly Men 
ſhould drop down viſibly into Hell, that State would be an 


3 | Object of Senſe. and not of Faith any longer. Tho the fu- 
ture Rewards of the Spirits of Men be reveal'd to us in the 
general. yer God does not diſcover the final Doom of any 


particular Perſons to us now in this World: But he would 
have us to believe in the general, withaur determining poſi- 


tively as to all Individuals, that they are either gone to Hea- 
ven or Hell Now, becauſe we ſhould live by Faith, and 
not by Senſe, and have only ſuch a general Revelation about 


the matter; we cannot certainly diſtinguiſh the Duſt of a 


2 Believer from that of an Unbeliever, and therefore we muſt 


lay them both rogether. 
2. Altho' it be true, that rhe Duſt of penitent Believers is 


Z mingled together with that of ungodly Men, in the Grave, 


yet there is no moral Pollution in the Duſt, even, of wicked 
Men. Ir is nor Criminal to touch their Remainders. And 


(od, if he fees it fir, can ſeparate the very ſame Particles, 
| N that 
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that were in this Life ſeparated, for the uſe of Godly Men, 
and virally once united to their Bodies; and we ſhall know 
whether he will do thus or no, when it ſhall pleaſe him to 
reveal it to us. For the preſent they lie promiſcuouſſy blend- 
ed in the Grave; and were the Bones of a David, and an 
Ahab, laid together, they would not infect one another with 


moral Pollution. But the proper diſtinguiſhing Seaſon is a 


coming; we need bur wait a while, and then the final Di- 


tinction ſhall be made, | 


Fg What ſort of State is this, of being laid to our Fa. 
ther. 25 
1. It's a Peaceful, Calm State. 2. It's a State where 
their Duſt ſhall agree well together. 3. It is a State 
that hath no Communication with the Pleaſures of this 
World. | 
1. It's a Peaceful, Calm State. All Storms and Tem- 
pol blow over the Grave; and this is a ſecure hiding Place 
rom all the Miſeries of our preſent Life, While we ſtand 
above the Grave, we are at the ſame time expos'd to abun- 
dance of Calamity, on our own Perſons and Brethren with 


whom we Sympathize. But when we ſhall be once gather'd 3 


to our Fathers, that will be a ſure hiding Place from them 
all. | | | 

2. We ſhall find that their Duſt and ours will agree well 
together in that State. The paſt Generations have had their 
Contentions, as well as the preſent hath. There was Self- 
ichneſs, and Ignorance, and Weakneſs, and Imperfection in 
our Fore-fathers, as well as there is among us. Many a hot 
Debate there was among them, about their Civil Rights, and 
about Sacred Things, and many hard Words they gave one 
another. But their Duſt is very peaceable, and neither pro- 
duces nor promotes any Quarrel in the Grave. We ſtand 


contendiog here about Mine and Thine, and are over jea- 
lous of Encroachments; and we inherit the Variance and 


Controverſies of our Fathers, as well as their Arts and 
Lands. They were diſputing about Terms of Church-Com- 
munion, and ſome adding to the perfect Law of Chriſt. 


Many Arguments were raisd among them about the impo- 


fing Power, and the Authority of the Church ; beſides a 
Multitude of other Queſtions, that at this Day mini- 


ſter Debate. But for all this, our Duſt ſhall be very peace- | 


able in the Grave. No one there ſhall ſee the Duſt of a 
Lutheran, and a Calviniſt, diſagrecing. An eager Defender of 
| | Free- | 
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Free-Will, and a warm Diſputant againſt it, will boch lie 
very peaceably together in the Grave. i 6 94 es, 
3. It's a State that bas no Communication with the Plea» 
ſures of this World. All the Pomp and Triumphs of this 
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World no way affect the Dead; they don't reliſh our ſweet 


Morſels, nor are they pleas d with any ſuch thing as the 


'Living account great Entertainments. We may ſay of the 


State of the Dead, as the Angel did over Babylon, with re- 
gard to all the Melodies of our World, Ke 

The Voice of Harpers, and of Pipers and N 
Trumpeters, ſhall be heard no more at all in thee; and 


uo Craftſman of whatſoever Craft he be, ſhall be found any 
more in thee: and the Sound of a Mill-ſtone ſhall be heard no 


more at all in thee, The Ligbt of a Candle ſhall ſhing no 
more at all to thoſe in the Grave: And the Voice of the Bride- 
groom and the Bride ſhall be heard no more at all by thoſe in 
this State, - | | oo” 


IV. As being laid to our Fathers imports our being peace- 
ably Buried, it denotes ſomewhat that is very defirable. 
We none of us deſire to become Meat for the Beaſts of the 
Field, and the Fowls of Heaven, when we are Dead. And 


tho this being laid peaceably to our Fathers be very 


defirable to Nature, yet it's really no great Priviledge. 
The lifeleſs Body is no more affected with it's being torn 
and deyour'd, than an unfeeling Stone is by being broke. 


% 


Inf. 1. Hence be inform'd how ſpreading the Victories 
of Death are. The ſame Death, which for the Sin of our 
firſt Parents was let looſe upon the World, has been at War 
with all the paſt Generations of Men, and it is contending 
with this preſent Age, and ſpreading it's Victories yet fur- 
ther. Were all the Spoils of Death gathered together, and 
were all Charnel-houſes, and Graves, open'd, and the dry'd 


Bones of paſt Generations pil'd up into one Heap, how much 


more ſpreading would the Empire of Death appear, than 
that of Alexander, and the Cæſars. When a Man Dies, we 
may ſay, Here is one more added to the mighty Pile of the 


< Dead: 


2. Conſider one Reaſon that we have to be content with 
Death. It's but ſuch Treatment as our Fathers have mer 
B 4 withal ; 
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withal ; and why ſhould we repine at that? Who are you, 4 
that you ſhould be ſpar d, any more than our Fathers > Were 
not our Fore-fathers Men of as great Underſtanding, and 
Diligence, Uſefulneſs, and Grace as we? And yer no Indul- | 
gence was procur'd to them. Life was as dear to them, and 
they were as well belov'd in their Places as we; and yet no 
Exemption from Dying was procur'd for them. A Grave | 
was as Chaſtly and as Diſmal to our Fathers, as it is to us; % 
and yet the neceſſity of Dying was invincible to them. Let 
us make that which is a matter of Neceſſity to them and us, MF 
the Matter of our Choice. Thus I have conſider d MF 1 
* two firſt Terms; He fell aſleep, and was laid to his Fa- 
ther. | | 


III. Good Men, when they have ſerv'd their Generations, = | 
muſt fee Corruption, Death is an Enemy to the Natural 
Conſtitution of our Bodies; how ſoon can it ruin thoſe, 
and turn a beautiful Body into a rotting Carkaſs! What My- 
ſterious Pains does Nature, under a Divine Conduct, take, 
in Faſhioning a Body ! And how curionſly is it Form'd > Ir 
is long in Rearing. Firſt the Mother nouriſhes it in her 
Bowels, and then brings it forth in terrible Pain; after- 
wards it's witha great deal of Trouble and Care, by Night 
and Day, ſupported and kept alive; this is all towards 
raifing the Fabrik. The Parents gather an Eſtate with infi- 

nite Pains. All this is for Natural Life: And then comes 

Death and breaks all down that the Builders had been lay- 
ing up for many Years. Then all the Love of Father and 
Mother, and all their Care is turn'd into a corrupting Car- 
kaſs.— To Day our Parts are in order, and buſie about 
the ſeyeral Tasks that are aſſign'd them; the Heart is beat- 
ing, Lungs breathing, our Stomachs labouring to digeſt 
Food, our Blood mał ing haſte thro it's Channels, and every 
Gland at it's Proper Work: To Morrow Death takes off the 
Poiſe, and all theſe Motions ſtand ſtill. : 

Oh bow Humbling this Doctrine is! Does it become us 
to be proud of ſuch Bodies, as ſhortly the Living will not 
endure to ſee above Ground? Shall we purſue the Criminal 
Satisfactions of Senſe, eagerly to pleaſe a Body, which will 
ſnortly ſee Corruption? Let us have a Care that we do nor 
verrate Wealth and Honour; Alaſs, it's all but for a Body, 
which will quickly be in the Grave. | : 

Sirs, I verily believe this Doctrine which I now deliver 
ta you; I am not telling you a ſtrange, uncommon Caſe, 
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but ſomething that is of univerſal Influence. I expect ta 
be thus dealt with e er long. I believe that ſhortly my own 
Heart will beat no more. This Doctrine will, after a few 
more Days and Nights, ſo far take place upon my ſelf, that 
I believe my Eyes will be as ſightleſs as a piece of common 
Clay, and my Body no more than a lifeleſs, pale, and clam- 
my Carkaſs. - | | 

2 What remains, but that we all of us ſerve our Generati- 
ons, according to the Will of God, while we live ; and thar 


„ 


f | we get ready for that Death which has us all in chaſe; and 


tat we improve every inſtance of Mortality that we meet 
3 withal, to quicken our Pace. ws. 


I come now to take notice of this ſolemn Occaſion, the 
Death of Mr. Fohn Noble, whoſe Funerals we now Cele- 
brare, 8 FE | | 
The former part of his Life was known much better to 
ſome of you than to me. His Days were driven into a nar- 


* 


row Compaſs, and his Strength was become only Labour and 


Sorrow, when my Acquaintance with him commene d. But 


common Fame, and my own intimate Knowledge of him 


ſince, are enough to convince me that our Loſs is great, and 

1 2 there was ſomething very well deſerving Imitation in 

him. ä 

5 If Iſhould ſay in the general of him, that he made it a 

principal Buſineſs in his Life, to get to Heaven, and to ſerve 
his Generation, according to the Will of God, I think I ſhould 
have all of you, who knew him, concurring with me in my 

ſence of this Matter. He made it his Buſineſs to plant 

Z Religion in his Family, with a great deal of Diligence, the 

Effects of which Care, will, I hope, be till viſible. I be- 

2 lieve this Neighbourhood would not have been this Day poſ- 

ſeſs'd of their Eſtates, if a great deal had not been owing 


I3 to his Faithfulneſs, and Diligence in aſſerting the Rights of 
the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow, in a Controverſie, 


1 which laſted, as I am inform'd, near Threeeſcore and Ten 
Tears. It was by his Means, that in the moſt important and 


deciſive Trials relating to this Matter, God was ſeveral times 


4 | ſought in ſeveral Days of Prayer, and we were ſtill heard and 
3 own'd wonderfully, beyond our Expectation. The fervent | 


11 Prayer of a R:phteous Man availeth much. He was ſervice- 


able in this Neighbourhood among the Sick, and the MWound- 
ed, where God has ſometimes follow'd his Endeavours with 
remarkable Succeſs; and ſometimes he has been an Inftru- 
» * : 5 \ 2 . 5 0 ment 
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ment of making the Bones which were broken to rejoyee. He | 
was very induſtrious among the Sick, to faſten ſome religi= i 
ous Impreſſions upon them at that Seaſon. He knew that if | 
Conſcience were not ſeared, there was great Hope that Re- 
ligion would then take hold of them. His Spirit was fill'd 
|: with a compaſſionate Concern for ignorant Perſons, Dying 
| our of this Village; and he us'd faithful Endeavours that 
i they might not venture blindly upon Death, viz. without 
! Knowing God and Sin, and Chriſt and Duty. Whenever any 
| Sparks of Piety appear d, he would take care to cheriſh thoſe 
by his own ſerious Converſation, and by ſuitable Books, 
| 5 He has been diligent alſo in diſperſing Catechiſms, the moſt 
f | proper Means 1 of ſtoring the Minds of Chil- 
| dren with fundamental Truths in their early Age, —— 
Many can ſay, that be has been faithful in reproving Scan- 
dalous Perſons; and this he us'd to do with uncommon 
Boldneſs and Sincerity : While he was taking Care of other 
Mens Vineyards, he did not overlook his own: He was 
diligent in attending to the Worfd, and griev'd at ſuch as 
1 would ſuffer themſelves to be depriv'd of a Sermon for a 
ſmall matter: Nay, and he us d to mourn over his natura! 
Impotency, when he was forc'd to keep filent Sabbaths. 
Sometimes he has ſignified the Pleaſure that he had in finding 
his Sin met withal, and wounded under a Sermon. He 
was an Example of Family-Prayer to all his Neighbours. ' 
un He was not one of thoſe who are only Religious by Fits, 
bur an uniform Seriouſneſs, and a conſtant Circumſpection 
for God, ſeem'd to run thro' his whole Converſation, Tho 
he has out- liv d the uſual Boundary of Life, having fill'd up 
his Eightieth Year, yet he did not our-live his Religious 
Impreſſions: The nearer that he came to God, his Center. 
the more quick was his Motion: Yet Satan was not bound 
in the laſt part of his Life; and the Devil rages the more 
h when bis Time is but ſhort, Our Deceaſed Brother look d 
. upon his Combate with Sin as a dubious Engagement, and 
| was often very ſollicitous about ſecuring his Intereſt in ſe- 
q | ſus ; and from his Inſtance I dare aſſure you, that if you ger 
| never ſo much Grace, you will have little enough when 
you come to Die; you will have no Oyl to ſpare at that 
Hour. —— In his younger Days his Piety and Knowledge 
were ſo remarkable, that Dr. Gilpin thought he might very 
well ſuſtain the Character of a Deacon, which accordingly 
he bore to his dying Day. From the Change of the Times 
in 62. to his Death, he bore a bright Teſtimony to the — 
| 0 
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of a further Reformation; and I don't queſtion, but he 
would have been willing to have given a Burning one to ir, 
and for the ſake of the Proteſtant Religion, if Things had 


come to Extremities. That his Endeavours have an Ingre- 


diency into the Reaſon of our Preſervation, as a Society, 
and our keeping it up in this Place, I believe you are well 
ſatisfied. —— With regard to all the Enmiries which he mer 


with upon the ſcore of Religion, he has obſerv'd ro me ſome- 


times that he has found by Experience, If a Man's Ways pleaſe 
the Lord, he will make his very Enemics to be at peace with 
him. . 8 

Tho I have long taken him to be above the ordinary ſize 
of Chriſtians, both for Knowledge and Regularity in his 
Life; yet I don't pretend that he was perfect. The Beſt of 
Men have their Infirmities and Imperfections in this World; 
bur now I hope our Deceaſed Brother has put off all theſe, 
together with Mortality. This Congregation, and the Ark 
of God, were much in his Thoughts, during his laſt Illneſs: 
But Death has now deprivd us of this Bleſſed Servant of 
God. He ſtrengthens our Hands no more by his Counſels 
and fervent Prayers, in this World. There's Reaſon en 
that we ſhould be patient under this ſolemn Stroak, bec 


* 


it is the Lord's doing. Now when he has ſerv'd bis Grnera- 


tion, according to the Will of God, he is alfo fallen aſleep, ac- 
cording to his Mil. God will not always ſuffer holy Souls 


to be as far from his Heaven as our Earth is; nor ſhould 


we with it. And every Day that a prepar'd Soul ſpends on 
Earth, it loſes in Heaven. . 

What Uſe ſhould we now make of this Providence? A 
ſullen Lamentation over it will only turn to a mean Ac- 
count. | 
Ir's the Duty of ſuch among you, as are his Children, or 
Grand- children, to improve this ſolemn Providence. And 
by all the Reverence which you owe to ſuch a Father and 
Grand-father, I beſeech you, ſuffer thoſe Truths, which he 
has long been inculcating upon you, to have an abiding 
Place upon your Spirits: And never leave thinking them o- 


ver, till your Souls be as truly ſanctified, as the Heart of 


your Father or Grand- father was. And remember this for 


your Support under this Loſs, that you have many Prayers 
of his in ſtore for you upon the File of Heaven. 8 | 
You, who belong to this Congregation, ſhould improve 
this Providence. | 
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26 A SERMON Preach'd af 


1. Let me apply my ſelf, and this Diſcourſe, to the Im- 
penitent among you, and ſee that you improve it. Take 
notice of it, here is one Man leſs to Pray for you than 
we had the laſt Week. You ſee here, that even Good 
Men, and Diligent Chriſtians are Dying. Are they Dying ? 
And are you Trifling * Have they got their Work done, 
and a Readineſs for Heaven, and are they enter d upon this 
Reward, while you have done either nothing, or next to 
nothing? Mr. Noble repented of his Sin, and conſented to 


believe he is got to Heaven; Why do you hang back? Wh 
are you this Day unconſenting and unreconciled to God > 
Why are you unpreyail'd withal 2 Are you reſolv'd upon it, 
that whoever conſents, Jeſus ſhall meer with your final Re- 
fuſal, and that you wont be reconcil'd to God ? Are you 
reſolv'd upon this matter, that whoever will ſubmit to our 
Lord Jeſus, you won't yield? Are you Wiſer than this Ser- 
vant of God was, as to this Particular? Nay, Wiſer than 
all the Servants of God, in all the Ages of the World? 
They all thought, Conſenting ro Chriſt was neceſſary, and 
a Thing of the laſt Importance. I ask you, Why might nor 
you have got your Work done, and got to Heaven, as well 
as this our Deceaſed Brother. EE my 

O Trifling Sinners! I know not how many Times more 
T have to call upon you; nor how often God will warn 
you more, till he ſhall deal with you after another faſhion, 
for a ſort of Creatures that will take no Warning. Bur I 
ask you, whar you'll do, when you come to this Hour thar 
J have been ſpeaking of. Into what Poſtures will you then 
ſhifr your Spirits? What will you do when it comes to be 
your Turn to Die, and ro make the Experiment upon your 
ſelves? What it is to give up the Ghoſt | Will you put off 


Jeſus, according to the Terms of the Goſpel ; I hope, and 0 


Chriſt ro the very laſt Gaſp, till not a Pulſe more is left to 


beat? Can the Favour of God, and a Readineſs for Heaven, 
and a Freedom from your finful Natures, do you any Hurt? 


Can you think, that when we are urging you to Repen- 


rance, and to a ſincere Cloſure with Chriſt, ro redeem your 


Time, and make haſte ro Heaven; that we are by ſome 


artful Contrivances endeavouring to undo you? Do nor 


force us to ſay, that if you are not yet weary of your Sin, 


and if you be thus perverſely unwilling to be Bleſſed, that 
you ſhall keep it till you be weary, for us. God knows that 
we would Study long, and Pray earneſtly, rather than this 

* N | great 
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Iſrael be nor gathered, and if you remain to the laſt Impe- 
nitent, and finally unconſenting to Chriſt Jeſus, and his Go- 
vernment, it won't be becauſe Sin and Hell are better 
Things than Chriſt and Heaven. If nothing that I have 
hitherto ſaid will awaken you, yet if it were in my Power 
to ſhew you in how vaſtly a different way a penitent Be- 
liever, and an ungodly Sinner, make up their Accounts at 
the end of Life, ſuch a Sight, I think, would altam you. 
Let us conſider theſe two Caſes a little; I will ſuppoſe a Be- 
liever fitting down at the end of Life, and caſting up his 
Accounts, after this manner. Here is a Courſe of ſincere 
„Obedience, and here is God's ( Well. done) for it. Here 
* have been my Combates, bur hitherto the Lord bas help d 
+ me, and I have got the better of my Spiritual Enemies. 
* Iris matter of Bleſſed Reflection to me, that when I now 


* look back, I can ſay with Aſſurance] have fought 4 good 


** Fight, my Wars are over, and my Victories are won. 
** Theſe my Victories are the great and memorable Ones 
indeed, that ſhall be remembred, when not one Monu- 
ment of the Conqueſts and Triumphs of Captains and Ge- 
% nerals ſhall remain. This is an entire Victory. 
* The Law of Sin and Satan, and a vain World, ſhall nor 
be able to gather up their Forces, and to rally any more 
* forever. Indeed it has been a dubious Engagement, and 
ſometimes I was afraid that Sin would have got the better: 
* My hard Heart would never have been ſoften d, nor 
** ſhould I have ever been made to differ from an impenitent 
* Sinner, if it had not been for the Grace of God. And 


3 | © ſometimes I knew not whether the Lord would forſake 


me or no. I had a great deal at the Stake; bur now it's all 
* ſecurd, and 1 have here the Promiſe of God to carry out 
* ofthis World into Eternity with me; that Henceforth there 
* remains a Crown of Righteouſneſs for ſuch Fighting and ſuch 
* Finiſhing as this.” Thus you have ſeen how a fincere 
Believer makes up his Accounts. Bur finally impenitenc 
Sinners ſhall nor be able ro make ſuch a Reckoning as this. 
The laſt unbleſſed Reflections of a dying rebellious Sinner, 
are quite of another Kind. Let us ſuppoſe ſuch a Rebel at 
the foot of his Accounts; there he may reflect that he has 
got nothing by contending with God. He may then write 
down this one Word LOST, upon every Thing that is 
valuable. A Loft God, a Loſt Jeſus, a Leſt Spirit, a Left 
Heaven and Glory, a Loft Goſpel, Loſt Means, Left Mer- 

| cies, 
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great Deſign ſhould miſcarry. But I am ſute of ir, thar if 
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ner may make this dreadful Reflection further; God and 


will never let me alone, and I am about to have an 
Brernity of waheful Miſery, without one Slumber. I cannot 


procure my ſelf ſo much Time as a Pulſe would beat in, to repent 


of my Sin, and to get the Cafe alter d, if I would give Ten 


| Thouſand Worlds for it. Whether of theſe two Caſes do you 
imagine is the more Eligible e You cannot for Shame ſay, 
but that Godlineſs has infinitely. the Advantage: And I know 


you'll fay, tis better for us to die the Death of the Righteous, 


and for our laſt End to be like his, than to remain Impeni- 


tent, and to be reduc'd to this great Strait. Do yon ſay 


thus? Remember it, that your own Mouths have condem- 


ned yon. You ſay, it's beſt, and yet won't chooſe it. If 


you think one Day of changing your Ways, yet you delay 
all Proceedings: Vou will put off this Month, and the fol- 
lowing one; and this Year, and the next. An Impartial 
By ſtander would certainly conclude from your Practice, 
that you are reſol vd to put of Religion, and Conſenting to 
Chriſt Jeſus, to the very laſt; till your laſt Sickneſs and 


Death come, till your Mood begins to cool in your Veins, 


and the Wheels of Life turn heavily round; and then you 


will begin wich Religion. When your Breath's juſt going 


out of your Noſtrils, and your Eyes are ſunk in their Or- 


bits. Yow put off the Werk of a whole Life- time for this 


unſeaſonable Hour, when Dying it (elf ſhall be Buſineſs e- 
nough : The: Lord awaken: yot now out of your Security. 


II. Leb me apply my ſelf, and this Diſcourſe, to all the 
ſincere Believers in this Society. And ſee that you do the 
remaining part of your Work for God faithfully, and that 


you conclude the Service of your Generations, according to his 


Will. Let your Thoughts work upon this Text till ſome 
correſpondent Impreſſions be made upon your Spirits. Our 
Deceaſed Brother had this Scripture in view for a long Time, 
and he look'd upon it as a Fountain of ſuitable Meditations 
upon this Occaſion to his Survivers. Be perſuaded to think 
this Paſſage well over once, for the ſake of Mr. Noble. 
Has the Agency of this Servant of God been effectual to 
procure you the Conrinuance of the Goſpel and Ordinances 
in their Purity 2 Bleſs'God for what you have enjoy'd, and 
repent that you han't' improv'd Opportunities better. Make 
haſte ro. Heaven after our Deceaſed Brorber, A few _ 
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cies, Loſt Sabbaths, Loſt Life and Time, Loft Hope; and 
Loft Soul. And as an Addition to all theſe Loſſes, the Sin- 
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Days and Nights in Prayer, and Hearing, and Sacraments, 
and diligent Obedience, and then you alſo are in Heaven. 
Make a few Steps more forward, and then you will be in 
the midſt of the Promiſed Land. A few Winters and Sum- 
mers more, and then every diligent Chriſtian here ſhall be in 


; | Heaven. It Will be far more Pleaſure to us, to find all our 


old Acquaintance, with whom we us d to Suffer, and Weep, 
and Pray in this World, Alive, and well on the other ſide of 
Death, than now to lament over their Graves at parting - 


q Follow the Lamb where he now leads; waſh your Gar- 


ments, and make them white in his Blood; and then 
eerlong he will otherwiſe feed you, and led you to liv- 


ing Fountains of Waters, and God. ſhall wipe all Tears 
from your Eyes. x 
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4 POSTSCRIPT concern- 
ing the Deceaſed Mr. J. N. for the uſe 


f bis Poſterity. By another Hand. 


* 5 


| 


WO Things might well move me to gratify this 

your Deſire. 1. The great Uſefulneſs of Examples 
. of practical Piety, to provoke Holy Emulation. 
Theſe in our declining Age are ſadly uncommon, and we 
onld nor flight any of them, for all ſorts of good Men 
ry, The Godly Man ceaſeth, as Pſal. 12. 1. Much of Holy 
ipture ſets forth to us the exemplary Lives and Actions of 
Saints, and thoſe recorded in Geneſis are well adapted to pre- 
WE nr uſe, in good old Mr. Whately's Book of Prototypes. Mr, 
lark hath collected many in 4 Volumes; others fince have 
aiſed memorials to the Names of worthy Men in our Times; 
hd a diligent Biſhop bas oblig d the Age, as by many learn- 
d Works, ſo with ſome excellent Lives, as that of Admira- 
le Biſhop Bedel!, and the Honourable Judge Hale. Some 
ore I think he intended, of all which I moſt regret, that 
ye have not yet the promiſed Account of that moſt Shining 
ud Burning Light, Archbiſhop Leighton, whom I once knew, 
nd of whom we have ſo Great and Juſta Character, Paſto- 
l Care, p. 247. A late Archbiſhop was ſo Candid, as to 
Jive us a bright Character of Mr. Thomas Gouge; and an 
der Biſhop wrote the Life of that excellent Man of God, 
Hr. Bernard Gilpin, Our Mr, F. N. was not of any ſuch 
Figure and Elevation as theſe great Men, and yet was his 

bng Life very Publick in bis Country; and tho little can 
e gather'd of him, becauſe no one has Recorded any Paſs 
iges of his Life, yet a few broken Memoirs may ſhew the 
ch Grace of God to him, for the benefit of others. - 
2. To ler ſomebody ſee, their is ſomwhat of the Spirit 
nd. Power of Godlineſs yet among Diſſenters, tho many 
ill would inſinuate the contrary ; its above fotty Years ago, 
hat a grave Author, in à ſolemn Erquiry about the Cauſes 
f the Decay of Chriſtian Piety, -— molt of the Fault, .. | 
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his Times, on a People that had never been Diſſenters, but 
in hope to preſerve and reſtore Chriſtian Piety, of whom the 
Deceaſed F. N. in his Youth was one. I leſs expected this 
of the Author of Paſtoral Care, and that in 1692, when the 
3H Freatment of ſuch Proteſtants. had been found, and moſt 
ſolemnly Voted, to be for the Service of Popery ; yet he tells 
us, p. 204. They have upon ſlight Grounds long kept up ſuch a | 
Mrangling, and made ſuch a Rent in the Church, that both the 
Power of Religion in general, and the Strength of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion have extreamly ſuffer'd by them. That were 
ſad indeed, and what few of our Parliaments believed: The 
Ceremonial Law was formerly the Wall of Partuion, but 
Recrimination, tho juſt, would be no Cure. Our Buſineſs } 
is at laſt to agree (if Self-Intereſt, and old Prejudice, will 
ſuffer us) to ſtrengthen the good that remains, and is ready | 
to Die; and tis for that only Uſe that you hear any more | 
of the Deceaſed F. N. | : bg 
He Lived in Graiſtoch Pariſh, in Cumberland, Born of lau- 
dable Parents in a Neighbour Village, about 1627. or 1628. 
of whom he inherited two Eſtates: in the Mannor of Hutton- | 
Fobn, in that Pariſh, which now. deſcends to his Sons. His | 
Youth fell in with thoſe Times of diſmal Confuſion by our | 
_ Civil War. In ſuch publick Diforders contending Parties 
are wont to take Advantage to. ſerve their private Intereſts, 
and thence ir might be, that we heard of his early ſuffering 
Impriſonment, and Purſuit by Soldiers, who when they had 
him; would not hurt him; and: God provided one to avert 
the Blow when Sir Ti. F. attempted to Kill him with 2 
Bartle- Ax, God ſurely meant him to ſerve his Generation, and 
therefore preſetvd and help'd- him in many eminent Dangers 
of ſundry kinds, and ſometimes made thoſe ſuccour him from 
3 Violence, of whom he wou'd: leaſt chooſe ro ſeek | 
elief, | | | 5 | 
| He was very far from loving Strife and Law-Suits, yet 
being a Tenant in the Mannor aforeſaid, where their was a | 
long Struggle with the ſucceſſive Lords about Fines and Cu- 
floms, he was oblig'd ro ſhare in that Trouble and Coſt : It 
was begun in his Infancy, for I find an Award in that Cauſe 
by. Mr. Baron Trevor, in the Exchequer June 27th, 1635. 
That fatal Suit was long and burthenſome, it coft him many 
Journeys to the Term, to the great prejudice of his Family, 
and private Affairs; but there are many Living Wirneffe: 
of his ſelf-denying Fidefiry therein. He never regretted any 
Pains to ſerve. the Pablick in a juſt Cauſe, and tis known 
that this has oft been judged ſuch in Veſtminſter. Hall, and 
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in Coumtry Aſſizes. Ir was of late Years that the Maſter 9f 
the Rolls Decreed for the Tenants, the late Lord Keeper con- 
firm d that Decree, and when an Appeal was made, the Houſe 
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_ of Peers Aﬀirm'd the ſame the 2oth of Fanuary, 1704. That 


Controverſie is abridg'd in a Paper called, The Reſpondents 
Caſe, then deliver d to every Peer in the Houſe, ſo that F. N. 
did ourlive that heavy Quarrel three Years, of which III ſay 


no more but this, that during the Suit, rhe Tenants oft ap- 


peal d to Supream Fuſtice, by Solemn Prayer; and may I not 
ſay, God appear'd for their Redreſs, according to Pſal. 12. 
5. when Men of Peace are compell'd to Law, may they 


take like Meaſures, and betake themſelves ro God : In this 


Caſe the Church-men could well agree with ours in publick 
Days of Prayer, which others count Fanatical ; Oh ! Why 
might they not alſo agree in ſuch Prayer on other Oeccaſi- 
ons ? Whoever believe God's Providence over all Affairs, 
ſhou' d in no Caſe reſtrain Prayer; and when they have Pray- 
ed, ſhou'd (like Merchants that have ſent their Adventures 
abroad) look up and obſerve the Event and Fruir of their 
Prayer, Mic. 7. 7. Hab. 2. I. It's a Fault of Chriſtians, that 
they mind no more what becomes of their Prayers. 

To diſmiſs all the Law at once, there happen d in his Time 


another Suit, about a ſort of Tithe, which the Mannor afore- 
ſaid pays to the Parſon of Graiſtoc l, call'd Buſhel. Corn, Col- 


lected by a Meaſure which it ſeems anciently contain d only 
16 Gallons, but by a certain Art had been enlarg'd to con- 
tain far above 20; the Tenants refuſing to pay by that op- 
preſſive Buſhel, had no Relief, but in the Law; and there 


was ſo full and clear Witneſs of the Encroachment, that no 
Form of Law could cover it, wherefore it was rectified to the 


common Eaſe; and F. N. had no cauſe to repent his Share 
in that Fatigue. 3 

In all theſe Troubles of Life, he had no imall Help by 2 

udent and vertuous Miſe of his Youth ; a Perſon Beloved 
for her Piety, Modeſty, Induſtry, and various Uſefulneſs in 
her Generation ; whom God ſpared to him above 40 Years, 
and by her gave him 10 or 11 Children, of whom the great- 
er part yet temain, and 4 Families of them rake Root in that 
Neigbbourhood, each of tbem Blefſed with hopeful Poſterity. 
This Couple being of one Heart, did the more chearfully 


bear the Cares and Burdens, as Yoke-fellows indeed, and theꝛy 


Houſe became noted for Exerciſes of Religion, for Hoſpila- 
lity, and other good Offices: When God broke that Rest ; 
and left him Alone, Infirmities of Age ſoon prevail'd on him, 


ſo that be quickly ceas'd his Houſe-keeping, but continued 
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:-Dwelling in his own Houſe, with his youngeſt Daughter, who 
Was Married to a worthy Son of another Religious Family 
in that Country. This young Couple, by their unwearied 
Duty to him, were the Staff of his Age, and had the Com- 
fort to ſee him finiſh the Work of his Generation, like good 
Mordecai, Accepted of all his Brethren, ſeeking the Wealth of 
bis People, and ſpeaking Peace to all his Seed, Bab. EO 4 
Bur the chief Thing I wou'd record of him, is his Con- 
cern abour Religion, in himſelf, and the Pariſh, and in Po- 
ſterity. E : | 
The World knows, that about 1640. a conſiderable part 
of this Nation apprehended, nor only their Civil Rights and 
Liberties were Invaded, but that the Reformation it ſelf was 
in Danger by Lawleſs Men. In that Juncture, Counſels were 
taken in Parliament to oppoſe that evil Deſign; and in the 
Year, 1643. the Parliament advis' d with an Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, how ro advance the Work 
of Reformation in England, nearer to Scripture Rule, in Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, and more conformably to the Reformed 
Churches Abroad. The Puritans in the Church had all along 
deſir d and petirion'd for this, and the Counſels began to 
operate in Graiſtock, about the Year, 1649. where, the then 5 
Powers, laid aſide Mr. Moreland, the Incumbent, for what 
Cauſe or Pretext, I know not. In his room certain Commiſſi- 
oners put others to ſupply the Pariſh, when F. N. was little | 
rurn'd.of 20 Years old. In the Year, 1650 Mr. Weſi was 
ſent, a zealous Preacher, and one mighty in Prayer, bur il «+ 
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Sickly, and he foon Died of a Conſumption. Such Mens 
Doctrin being exemplified in their own Lives, was very ef- 
fectual on many in that Pariſh, and particularly on F. N. 
which receivd lively Convictions of Divine Truth, and of 
the World ro come, and ſo began earneſtly to enquire abom 
the Life and Power of Godlineſs. 

Mr. NMeſt reſting from his Labours, Mr. Richard Gilpin, 
of Scaleby-Caſile, in that County, was introduc'd ro Graiſtock; 
a Gentleman, and a Chriſtian indeed; one of ſingular Gra- 
vity, Temper, Learning, and all valuable Furniture for a 
Miniſter ; of a good Family roo, and a fair Eftate, a Witneſs 
and an Honour to the good Canſe of a further Reformation. 
Of what Eſteem he was then in the Churches, and that de- 
ſervedly, one might judge by rhis, That in the Year, 1658. 
the Aſſociated Miniſters of all that County, oblig'd him to 
Preach to them at Keſw:ck, and then ro Print his weighty Ser- 

mon on Jech. 6. 13. The Temple Rebuilt, in which the pre- 
ſent Generation might yet learn Things of Peace; and till we 
| | do 
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flo fo, who can ever expect to ſee the Temple Rebuilt 2 
The Miniſters then manag'd the Church Affairs with 
much Harmony, Meekneſs and Brotherly Love; and appa- 
rently with the more Succeſs. All lamented a ſad decay of 
true Religion, and moſt agreed, that one cauſe thereof was 
want of Godly Diſcipline in the Church; Diverſity of Opini- 
ons in ſame ſmaller Things hinder'd them not to effay the re- 
ftoration of it; and in the Eſſentials thereof Men of Piery and 
Peace did eaſily agree, as appears by their Account Printed in 
1656. from which the Aſſociating Miniſters in Eſſex, &c. - 
thougbt fir to copy ſome Sentiments of the united Counties 
of Cumberland and Weſtmorland (according to which I pre- 
ſume Dr. Gilpin practiſed) are thus expreſs d. 
© Having taſted the bitterneſs of Diviſions, and knowing 
* that Brotherly Union hath much of God init ; we reſolve 
to Walk together as far as we can at preſent, counting ir 
an unjuſtifiable Pettiſhneſs to refuſe joyning in any thing, 
* becauſe we cannot yet in all things. That ro revive Diſ- 
* cipline, we'll try to act in a way of mutual Aſſiſtance, and 
* for mutual Satisfaction. Thar we'll make our Sermons 
plain, and piercing, and ſeaſonable, ſuiting the Matter and 
Words to our Hearers. Thar we'll bend our main Force 
to convince Sinners of their carnal Security, and preſs them 
to accept of Chriſt, as he is offered in the Goſpel. Thar 
* we'll promote ſeaſonable Lectures where there is yet no 
* Preaching ſetled. Thar we'll ſet up Catechiſing, and at fer 
times inſtruct the People in private. (Note that old Men 
* ſubmitred to be publickly Catechiſed by Mr. Gi/pin) That 
* informing our peculiar Socieries, and diſpenfing Sacraments, 
* we will exclude the Scandalous, and put a difference be- 
* rween the Precious and the Vile, and require all ro ſubmit 
to Diſcipline exercis'd by Scripture-Rule. That allowing 
* a Latitude for differing Circumſtances, we, according to 
* ancient uſage of Chriftian Churches, in renewing the Co- 
* venant with God, will require of our People, an Aſent to 
the Truths of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to profeſs the Tonſent 
to the Ferms of the Covenant of Grace. 
Now their Confeſſion of Faith, to which an Aſſent was 
required, was a plain, ſhort, ſcriptural Paraphraſe on the 
Apoſtles Creed, in rheſe Words. 
© I Believe there is one only living and true God, who 1s 
* a moſt pure Spirit, Infinite in Being and Perfection: And 
that in the Unity of the Godhead there are three diſtinct 
. © Perſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; theſe 
three are one God, the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power 
! and Glory. C 3 2. 1 
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© 2, I Believe that God revealed his whole Counſel con- 
* cerning-his own Glory and Man's Salvation, in the Scrip- 
tire of the Old and New Teſtament, which were given 
by Divine Inſpiration to be the perpetual only Rule of our 
Faith and Obedience. 3. I Believe that God created Hea- 
ven and Earth, and all Things in them, of Nothing, in 
the ſpace of ſix Days, and all very Good; and that he up- 
holderh all Things by the Word of his Power, and govern- 
ethall Things by the Counſel of his own Will, 4. I Be- 
lieve God created Man afrer his own Image in Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs ; and that he gave him a 
Law, promiſing Life upon perfect Obedience, and threat- 
ning Diſobedience with Death. 5. I Believe that Man hav- | 
ing broken this Law, loft the Image of God, and Com- 
munion with him, and brought himſelf and whole Poſte- 
rity into a State of Sin and Mifery. 6. I Believe that Man 
being not able to deliver himſelf from the Curſe, God ſo 
loved the World, that he promiſed, and in fulneſs of Time 
ſenr forth his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who became Man, being ⁵ 
Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt in the Womb of the Virgin, in. 
and Born of her, yet without Sin; who having fulfilled all I. 
Righreouſneſs, was made a Curſe for us, ſuffer d Death on Mx © 
the Croſs, was Buried, and on the third Day roſe again, 8 
Aſcended to Heaven, ſitteth on the right Hand of God, 
making Interceſſion for us. 7. I Believe that the Effects of 
Chriſts Mediation ſhall! be communicated to all, and on- 
ly thoſe who in him are Elected to Salvation, before the 
Foundation of the World; which the Holy Ghoſt doth 
certainly apply, by working Faith in them, thereby uniting 
them to Chriſt their Head, in their effectual Calling, and 
into one Church, which is his Body; Juſtifying, Adopting, 
Sanctifying, and bringing them into Communion with him 
in all Spiritual Bleſſings. 8. I Believe Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed thoſe who profeſs his Name, ſhould for the getting 
and increaſe of Grace, exerciſe a Holy Communion, un- 
der the Adminiſtrat ion of his Ordinances, which they are 
* carefully ro obſerve till his ſecong coming. 9. I Believe 
that Chriſt ſhall come again at the end of the World, and 
thar then the Bodies of all the Dead ſhall be raiſed, the 
reit changd, and all brought before him to Judgment, 
which he ſhall paſs on them according to their Works, 
whereby the Righteous ſhall be Adjudged to Life eternal 
in Heaven, the Wicked to eternal Death in Hell. 
This is the Summ of Chriſtian Doctrin; and who is there, 
of a reachable Mind, but might eaſily artain to under- 
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and thus much ? The Proteſtant Children in France and Ze: 
aud, do by their Method of Teaching, uſually know far more. 


The Conſent which the Chureb-Members Profeſsd, was thus / 


I do heartily take the Lord to be my God, and chief Good; and 
Jeſus Chriſt to he my only Saviour and Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt tobe my Sanctifier; giving up my ſelf wholly to this one 
© God, to Love him with all my Heart, with all my Soul, and with 
© all my Might; to obey him Faithfully in aff his Laws contain'd 
* in the Holy Scripture, tho' ever ſo contrary to my Intereſt of 
Credit, Pleaſure or Profit; and all this unto Death. And, in par- 
* ticular, I reſolve in the Strength of Chriſt, to hold conſtant Com- 
* munion with the Church of Chriſt in the pnblick Worſhip of 
© God, and to ſubmit to the Diſcipline and Government which 
© Chrift hath Ordain'd for his own Glory, and his People's good. 
* And that I may have opportunity to enjoy theſe Priviledges for 
* advancing my Obedience, I conſent and promiſe to ſubmit to 
the Miniſterial Guidance and Overſight exercis'd according to the 
© Rule of the Word in this Congregation, and to the Erotherly 
Advice and Admonition of Fellow Chriftians here. 

This was ſurely a hopefnl Method to have a Communion of Saints 
in each Congregation, and to guard againſt the profaning of Holy 
Things, more than putting Rails about the Communion Table, or 
contending to have it placed in this or that part of the Church; 
good Dottrin and Diſcipline muſt defend the Holy Table from un- 
hallow'd-Guefts; therefore Mr. Gilpin, and the Aſſociated Brethren, 
took that Courſe in their Pariſhes. | 

Graiftock Pariſh was large, bad a fair Glebe, and liberal Reve- 
nue. It had four Chappels, the neareſt three Miles diftant from 
the Church; Mr. Gilpin provided worthy Preaching Miniſters for 
thoſe, and allow'd generouſly for their Support; himſelf reſidin 
at Graiftoek, where he had a Society of Communicants, prepar 
by the foregoing Efficacy of the Word on their Minds and Hearts, 
and manifeſted in a new Life; and m each Perſon 


in order to admiſſion, paft under ſome propes,/-xaminations : For 


the better ordering of particular Societies, the Miniſters generally 
deſir d ſnch as the Apoſtle ſeems to call Helps and Governments, 1 
Cor. 12. 28. Foreign Churches, and the two Aſſemblies at Weſt- 


minſter and the Savoy, agree therein, and call'd them Ruling-Elders, 


that is, ſome of the moſt Judiciovs, Pious, and Prudent exemplary 
Perſons noted in the Church, and Choſen by the Brethren, to help 
the Minifters in inſpecting the Manners of all, Sc. Whether Mr. 
Gilpin had ſuch, called by that Name, I find not; but ſeveral 
Deacons he had, and in 1656, . N. was judged worthy to bear 
that Character, according to the Holy Rule in that Caſe, 1 Tim. 3, 
8. &c, So remarkable was his growth in Religion and Eſteem in the 
Church, PFampgly-Worſhip had been ſo rare as to make it now a Won- 
der ina Neighbourhood ; this Young Man, and ſuch others, ſet up 
the Exerciſes of Religion in their Families, by Prayer, Praiſes, and 
Reading the Scriptures, Morning and Evening; and Teaching all 
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their Houſholds. F. N. alſo in his Village promoted a Weekly 
Meeting of ſerious Chriſtians, to repeat Sermons, Pray, and con- 
fer thereon ; a Practice alas ! much diſus'd fince, but hopeful now 
to revive, and that without Cepſure, ſince Dr. Woodward, and 
others of the Epiſcopal way think fit to recommend it. The Diſ- 
ſenters ate concern'd to lay to Heart what the Biſhop of Sarum re- 
ports of them, Paſtoral Care, p. 204. That nom they have in great 
meaſure loſt that good Cha, fler vis. of ſtricter Piety) which 
drew many to eſteem the old Puritans; this is a doleful Report, 
and if *tis true, the Glory is depa/ ti, and it's time for us to recover 
he ſaid good Character by,k&ragal Methods, which the Puritans 

ract id; for I cannot think the Biſhop expects much Reformation 
rom his own Courts, were it but for Biſhop Ye, fake. ' Civil 
Compulſtons.to come to Sacraments, and their ming'ing the Wheat 
with the Tares in Sacred Communions, will but choak the Wheat, 
and ſo the World will ſwallow up the Church. 


In the aforeſaid Spring Time of Religion, we might expect ſome | 
Artifices of Satan to ftop its progreſs; one of which was a ſtrange 
Spirit working in the People called Quakers ; the Name was fitted 


well enough to the Perſons, and ſometimes their own Writers affect 


and glory in it. While others were reviving old Scriptural Religion, | 
theſe People avow themſelves to be wholly New; fuch ſadeed were | 
their Doctrines and Way, tho" not unparellel d in Antiquity | 


They went forth in a moſt avowed Contempt of, and oppoſition. 
to Scripture Rule, as well as to written Revelation and the Mini- 
try; not like humble ſober minded Men, that wou'd convince 
any Body, but Foaming and Reviling, and Trampling on all Or- 
der. They do not now ſo commonly act theſe Extravagances 3 but 
have they ever repented the Iniquity of their Fathers? Would 
to God, that they who have now form'd this odd Party into ſome 


Shape, would bear an honeſt open Teſtimony againft the horrid 


Blaſphemies and ſcandalous Diſorders of their firft Leaders, and 


af many later Onabers. This impetuous wild Spirit ſoon troubled N 


the Pariſh of Graiſtocb, inſulting the Church and its Miniſtry, as 


uſually it did elſewhere, and even to this Day in ſome Places. It 


was then attended with a preternatural Power, like Faſcination in 
many; Its Operations, Impreſſions and Effects, were totally dif- 


ferent from thoſe of the Divine Spirit; and for a time the Deluſi- | 
on was ſtrong, and Subverted many. There is yet living in that. | 
\ Pariſh one Henry Vinder, who in a Narrative of his own Caſe, re- 


lates thus, The Cuakers were ſo Bold and Reſolute, that he, and 
others of the Church, were ſadly ſhaken, and left their former 
Communion, and that his Wife was Seduced with him; which 
the pious Minifter and People reſenting, ſet a Day apart of Hu- 
miliation, and came to the Perſons Seduced, deſiring them to be 
preſent, and they were ſo; and a Day of very great Melting and 
Tenderneſs it proved; many that were Doubtful were Con- 
ſirm'd and Satisfied, for the Rent was like to be very great, and 
by ſuch _—_ Means the ſaid H. V. and Wife, were after a while 
recover de 3 OT fe 
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© 'A conſiderable Teſtimony from God this is, to thoſe gentle and 


pious Methods; this was truly Paſtoral Care, to reſiſt ſpiritual Evils 
by ſpiritual Weapons, as this of calling the Church to Faſting and 


| Prayer, when an Enemy to Souls was broke in, and many were 


Enſnar'd and Defil'd . It was a Fault at Corinth, that they did not 
thus bewail the Incroachment of Sin, and the workings of the 
unclean Spirit among them, like Old Leaven, 1 Cor. 5. 2. Qua- 
keriſm is not a thing that values Argument, or yields to any Evi- 
dence againſt it, but it cannot ſtand againſt Gods Spirit of Fudgment 
and Burning, when this Church implored, and by this means ob- 
tained help againſt that then Haming Meteor. In char cime of 
Infection F. N. was not only preſerv'd in Chriſt Feſus, but uſeful 


| according to his Power to reduce others to the way of Truth. 


At the King's Return, 1660, Mr. Moreland, the old Incumbent 
ſurviving, Mr. Gilpin ſoon gave way to him; and ſomewhat Re- 
markable happend at his reſuming the Pulpit, which ſome Li- 
ving can tell, but I omit it. After this, ſome offered to put up 
one Mr. Jackſon in the Pulpit 5 which the contrary Party did ſo 
violently oppoſe, with Threats to cruſh them into the Earth, 
that Mr. Fackſon went with them to the Parſonage-Houſe, and 
Preached there. The King's Declaration from Bredab, gave hopes 
ſtill to the lovers of more Reformation, that the good Work ſhould 
not be cruſh'd, as ſome would deal by its Abettors; But I find 


n Vorthy Mr. Gilpin no more in his Pariſh-Church: Yet in that cri- 


tical Year I find him called in September, to Preach at Carliſle, be- 
fore the Judges of 4ſfze3 which he did, on Pſalm 2. 12. with that 


Freedom and Authority as became the Pulpit, and an Embaſſador 


'of Feſus Chriſt, the Prince of the Kings of the Earth; urging Ma- 
giſtrates to do Homage to the Lord Jeſus, and to ferve and pro- 
mote his Righteous Kingdom in their Places. on pain of his Diſ- 
pleaſure. Its known what need there was of ſuch Dodctrin at that 
juncture; what a looſe and profane Spirit brake out, and was 
countenanced to pave the way unto Popery. The Judges well- 
accepted the Sermon, when ſome expected their Frowns upoa the 
Preacher. And in 1700, the old Doctor Printed the Sermon, in 
favour to the noble deſign of the Reformation of Manners, De- 
dicating it to the Magiſtrates of Næm- Caſtle, where he continued 
his excellent Miniſtry many Years, till the Lord of the harveſt 
had ripened him, and others by him for his Glory. | 

The Ad of Uniformity, in 1662, having diſmiſs'd about 2000 ſuch 
Miniſters from publick and quiet Opportunities of ſerving their 


Generation. After a time of Conſternation and Confuſion, ſuch to 


whom Nonconformity was a matter of Conſcience, began to Aﬀem- 


ple with the ejected Paſtors, where they might, and ſoon were 


further diſcouraged by other Penal Laws: The Minifters ſepara- 
ted to that Work, were obliged to take what care'they could of 
their ſcatter'd Flocks adhering to them, and craving their Labours: 
If God commanded to ſpeak, they muſt not at Man s Prohibition 
forbear, tho? all their outward Comforts were hazarded, and of- 


ten loſt thereby. Now in Doctor Gilpin's Abſence, he moved the 
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Church to call another. Then Mr. Anthony Skigh, a Native of 
the ſame Pariſh, and bred in the College of Durbam, was ohtain- 
ed to become their Miniſter, and ſo continued about Forty Years, 
induring much Hardſhip to feed the Flock, tho' he had only ſlen- 
der Encouragements there: Their Meeting was held mofily in the 
Houſe of . N. and ſometimes under covert of the Night, as 
Chrift's Diſciples ſometimes did, through fear of the angry Jews, 
and the Primitive Gentile Chriſtians, to eſcape their Pagan Perſe- 
cutors. And now . N. was call'd to bear new Trials: One Win- 
ter many of the Miniſters, and he with others ſuch, were kept fix 
Weeks Priſoners in Carliſle; the Gaol was throng'd at that 
time, and there was a great deal of Thunder. After this, they 
were as arbitrarily Diſmiſſed as Committed, and never knew the 
Cauſe ; the Conrt perhaps aiming, by any means, rough, or ſmooth, 
to bring the Diſſenters to beg for a General Ioleration. They could 
not but defire a peaceable Liberty, to worſhip God according 
to their Indgment and Conſcience, yet would 9. N. never comply 
to ſuch Arbitrary ways of enervating all Laws, being then defign'd 
in favour of the Papiſts alone; yet not ſo Humourſome to conti- 
nue in Gaol when the Doors were open. He often ſaid to the day 
of his Death, that in his Impriſonment he had much Spiritual 
Comfort aud Satisfaction; that thoſe ſharp Times were made the 
beft Days to him, and were improved for ſearching his Heart, and 
examiaing his paft Life, but alter'd not his Judgment as to the 
Caufe he had own'd and ſuffer'd for. TY 
In 1672. The Court openly took a liberty without Law, to al- 
low the Diſſenters Meeting-Houſes ; by which the quiet People 
went on more free and eaſie in their Dnty; their Rule of Con- 
ſcience was fteady, however the Wind ſhifted at Court; nor 
durft they ceaſe to worſhip God, noc forſake their holy Aſſem- 
blies, as the manner of ſome is, tho Revil'd and Perſecuted for it. 
When the Parliament cauſed the Licenſes to be called in, many of 
the Congregation Travelled far, the Miniſter laboured hard; ih 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon he Preached the Word, Catechiſed Youth, 
Edified the Church as he could, juſtly Offending none: And while 
they were thus doing, three Men, (Whitfield, an old Officer in 
the Army, Robſon, a Proctor, and Servant to Doctor Smallwood, 
Parſon of Grayſtock, and Wilkinſon, a Drunkard) Informed one 
Juftice Muſzrave, of a Conventicle held in the Houſe of F. N. 
Which was accordingly Convicted, and the Fine Levy'd by Di- 
8 but this Triumph was ſhort, and Vilbinſon died in Sorrow 
- 10r it. | | 
In theſe diſheartning Times to Nonconformig85,when they could 
ſcarce find Bread or Reſt, J N. perceiving the need of ſucceſſive 
Paſtors, devoted a Son to the Service of Chriſt in the Miniſtry, 
and bred him thereunto in the beſt way that he could afford, 
- declining, for Conſcience fake, the Favour that was then of- 
fer'd him. in Queen's-College in Oxford, by a kind Neighbour, Dr. 
J. H. ſince Vice-Chancellour. The Author of Paforal Care, tells his 
Clergy, the Diſſenters have little Critical Learning. J doabr bis 
iy ord: 


| * 
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Lordſhip's Intelligence. But if now it be ſo, he might be ſo can- 
did to confider, how this comes to paſs; Time has been when 
they could vie Criticiſm with his Zammand and Whitby, and may 
yet, but will they Diſarm us, and then challenge us to Fight, 

A few Years after, . N. deſigned another Son the ſame way, 
and carry'd him through his Academical Studies, but that pro- 
ceeded not. And was it not worthy of a Conſcientious Diſſenter, 
to take theſe Steps to preſerve the Truth and Cauſe he had own'd? 
T hey that think God approves them in Nonconformity, ought to 
maintain it, till the Cauſes thereof be taken away. But this Con- 
ſtancy did not degenerate into Bigotry ; for T remember that on 
juft Occaſions, he paid Reſpects to, and received Courteſies from 
divers of the Biſhops of Carliſle, at Roſe-Cafilc; and that in times 
of need, he would hear the beft of the Parochial Clergy; and in 
his London Journies, Lodging in Holbourn, would ſometimes hear 
Dr. Stillingfteet, viſited Mr. Baxter, Dr. Anne ſiy, and the Diſſenters 
calbd by other Names. for he Honoured them alike. The pru- 
dent Aſſociations aforeſaid, in Cumberland, had effectually buried 
the Names of needleſs Diſtinction, and partfy among Diſſenters. 
Dr. Gilpin had well armed his People's Minds againſt ſuch Follies. 
And when an Union, or neceſſary Coalition of ma PresbyrerianTon- 
gregational was endeavonr'd in 1690, the Good Doctor was as for- 
ward as any Man to promote it. That Motion was ſurely of God, 
* will be more thorowly purſued, when Men are more taugbt of 
God. | 

Thus did F. N. go on his way, exerciſing himſelf to have a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards God and Man. No Body that 1 
hear of, had any thing againſt him, but in the matter of his God. 
Publick Buſineſs had alſo made him known to the Nobility and 
Gentry thereabout. As to Sir George Fletcher, the late Lord Lonſ- 
dale, and his Fatber, and the Ezrl of Carliſle, to whom he had free 
acceſs, and improv'd it for the benefit of his poor Neighbours, op- 
preſs'd, c. Some little infight he had into Surgery, which he 
never Profeſſed, nor choſe to Practice; but in Extremities, when 
the Sick and Wounded had no other reſort, he would in the Name 
of God, endeavour their Relief; and to fill up the Character of a 
Good Man, has often been made uſeful to Souls and Bodies; to faint 
Hearts and weary Limbs, and broken Bones: I might ſay, to Man 
and Beaft, like that Grand Benefator in Pſal. 26. 6. for he had ac- 
quir'd by Books, that which render'd him able to give Advice and 
Relief; and whatſoever Skill he had, was not reſerved for his 
Friends, or the Rich, bnt as readily employ'd for the Poor and his 
Enemies; for fome ſuch he had, tho? he ever endeavour'd to be 
every Bedy's Friend. Feremiah mournfully reckoned that his Mo- 
ther had born him a Man of Strife and Contention, and that for 
the Lord's ſake, he had born Rebuke, Fer. 15. 10, 15. yet did the 
Lord cauſe the Enemy to treat him well in the time of Evil, v. 11. 
and ſo did . N. obſerve, that many times God gave him Favour 
with Adverſaries, and brought them to Peace, who had cauſeleſſy 
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the Honour of God's Grace and Truth, and to eftabliſh others in Mar 
the ways that pleaſe the Lord. d | 
Thus he ſpent an uſeful Life, ſerving his Generation to the laſt, 
tho? under much diſability. In his laſt Years, Life became weari- 
ſome to him: He had been formerly much exerciſed with Cholick 
Pains, Strangury and Stone, but now far more, by which he was 
much confined to his Houſe, and often not able to appear where Nac. 
he moſt delighted, in the Courts of the Lord; tho' He and His, When 
had lately erefted a Tabernacle near his own Houſe, for the more 
decent and commodious Worſhip of God. I have not heard that Mitt 
any do envy that poor Honeſt People that Liberty, and hope 
they'll never abuſe or forfeit it. They that wiſhed him 
rooted out from his Place, never obtained that fooliſh Deſire, 
And ſome who at times ſet their Faces againft him, in their own Hul 
Neceſſities, or when Paſſion was down, would adviſe with him in Nom 
their greateſt Affairs; hearken to his Counſel, Honour and Truft 
him above others, and pay much reſpect to his Family. I believe 
he had a Teſtimony in their Conſciences, Living and Dying. He 
pafſs'd through many difficult Trials, but was fteady in his Integri- 
tr, conſtant in Faith and Prayer, and many ways God appeared 
for his Support, Comfort and Deliverance ; Mark the perfedt Man, Nſefi 
A bekold ihe Upright; for the end of that Man is Peace. uc! 
The worthy Preacher mentions his frame of Spirit in his laſt Sick - r 
neſs; his deep ſearchings of Heart, ſharp conflicts under tortur- ting 
ing Pains ; Oh what Thoughts and careful Enquiries ! what Groans 
and carneft Cries it coſt him, to gain a ſolid aſſurance of his E- ppr 
Fate in Chriſt, and more meetneſs for Heaven. Sometimes Spi- Ned! 
ritual deadneſs was a ſore Grief to him under Bodily Weakneſs; Mou 
as when his Faith ſeemed not to work ſo feelingly towards an 
Able, Loving, Faithful Saviour z then would he lift his Soul to 
God for his quickening Spirit. Marvel not that he who had ho b: 
chear'd many Hearts, and ſtrengthened their feeble Knees, need- 
ed now, that others ſhould Minifter to his Encouragement. Holy 
Fob had need of the like; and our Bleſſed Redeemer himſelf in his 
Agonies, Yet was the Lord a very preſent help to him in all 
Temptations ; and Fighting the good Fight of Faith, be finiſhed bis 
courſe with ſome joy. He overcame his Doubts and Fears, and ſo 
the expected Reſt was endeared to him, while he was ripen'd and 
prepared for it more and more, by the bitterneſs of his Evil Days. 
He found hateful Sin more ſubdued and mortified; and as he 
came near the concluſion of his Life of Faith, he grew ſtrong in- 
deed; his Labour of Love, and Patience of Hope, being crowned 
— aſſurance of p rfect Victory, and acceptance 4. e Be- 
oved. h 
As to the Work of God in chis Generation, which he could no 
further carry on, when Heart and Fleſh fail'd, it muſt be own'd, 
that he was for a great while ſollicitous in this; Trembling for 
the Ark of God, or through fear what would become of Religion 
In this declining Age. But having ſerved it as he could in his 
Day;he commitced it tothe Keeper of rac}, who having _— 
W , | an 
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d eſtabliſhed Sion, will not ſuffer his Faithfulneſs to fail; 
arging his Poſterity to take good heed to maintain the Know- 
dgie, Fear, and Worſhip of God in their Families, as he had 
me. His own Example he did no further recommend, than as 
> had follow'd Chriſt by Goſpel-Rule; admoniſhing his Chil- 
en, carefully to avoid his Failings. 
Two of his Children had gloriouſty finiſhed their Chriftian 
ace before him: Oh! may the reſt never forget what ſome of 
hem ſaw in their Brother and Sifter Deceaſed. ꝓotn was his 
deft Son, and one of the Church of the Firſt- born: He walked 
ith God, much alone, and then much in Prayer; and the Lord 
ok him early Home. He was ſignally fore-warned of his Death. 
his Sickneſs he was a little while tempted to Defpair, but was 
on Reſcued, Comforted, and died Triumphing in Chriſt : It 
duld hardly be through Diftemper, M he ſolemnly call'd the 
ompany about his Bed, to ſee the Miniſtring Angels ſurround- 
ig it, while he calmly and ſolidly diſcourſed of the Holy Joys, 
at filled and raviſhed his Soul. 

Anne was another, of whom the World was not worthy ; of 
ery eminent Piety in her own Family, and in others before; and 
oft ready to ſhew it in Chriſtian Communications: Once ſhe lived 
ſeful in a famous Miniſter's Family, where there were ſome ſhe 
uch Profited by, and others might by her. Her Sifters Chil- 
ren knew, how in her Viſits to Relations, ſhe would be Inftru- 
ting, Catechiſing, and Exhorting them to know the Lord, and 
rovide for Eternity. She Marry'd a Godly Man, and after that, 
pprehending her Time to be ſhort, ſpent it much in her belo- 
ed Reading and Prayer. It was Remarkable, how, when her 
our of Child-bearing drew near, (which ſhe knew would end 
er Courſe) ſhe went to take her formal leave of her retired Gar- 
len, and quickly flept in Feſus. Over ſuch Children as theſe, 
o believing Parents could Weep, as they that have no Hope. 

His other three Daughters, all Married to Men of ſerious Re- 
igion, who labour'd to preſerve it in their Families; and ſurely 
hat is one Expedient, when Profeſſing Parents exerciſe their od- 
y Wiſdom, (and that with Self-denial, if need be) in diſpoſing 
df their Children to Trades, and in Marriage. If Worldly In- 
ereſt directs thoſe Affairs, we Sacrifice Religion to the God of the 

orld, with whom the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
will have no Communion ; nor ſhould we, 2 Cor. vi. 14,--18, nd 
as to his Sons, they have the greateft obligation to know the God 
of their Father. He train'd up all his to Honour God; and they 


all Honoured him too, by all ſeaſonable returns of Filial Duty. 


ho' it cannot be expected of one ſo exhauſting himſelf for others, 
to leave his Children Rich in the World, eſpecially not in that 
Barren Country, they all have Foed convenient, and 4 little that 4 
Righteous Man hath, is better than the Treaſures of many Wicked. | 
And now that he reſis from his Sorrows and Labours, 
let me ſay to you his Poſterity, as God ſaid to Foſhua, Foſh. i. 2. 
Moſes my Servant is Dead; now therefore Arije. He 3 
| | LO _ ſerve 


} 


Mate the Tree Good, and its Fruit Good. Renewing Grace make! 
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| ſerved. his Generation by the Will of Gad, and can no more 


Now therefore continue the like good: Offices to God and Me: 
as you have Ability and Opportunity: Let no good Thing dic 
through your neglett, which ye ſaw him maintain. If ye have nat 
the like Capacities, nor Calls, as he, yet ye may not, ye muk 
not be unptofitable Servants with your Talents. The Pre ache 
has well told you how and wherein to ſerve your Generation; tc 
which you may do well to add that more copious Sermon by Mr 
D. V. at the Funeral of Wr. Anneſiy, the particular Friend 0 
our Deceaſed 5. N. and one of a moſt Publick Spirit, delighting 
to do Good to all: A Good Man indeed, and moſt worthy to be 
ſet for a common Pattern. I pretend not to compare . N. wit 
ſach Great Men; but that the foregoing Story may be of uſe tt 
you, hear me yet a few Words. : | 

1. Confider well the free and effectual Grace of God in ſuch 
Examples; tis that which prepares us for every Good Work: 


thoſe to be Prudent, Zealous, Patient, Diligent, who were Sloth: 
ful or Selfiſh before. David was firſt a Man after God's own Heart 
and then fuflled all bis Will, in ſerving his Generation. 80 was 
. N. by the Power of Divine Grace, turned from Sin and Vanity 
as ye muſt be, by the word of Truth, Jam. i. 18, 25, 27. elſe yo 
wilt not be Conſcientious, Hearty, and accepted in the Good 
which ye may do. Make ſure of that gracious Change, by im 
proving that warm and faithful Miniftry ye enjoy : Thank God 
for that Proviſion, and receive not the Grace of God in vain, 

Oun of Chriſt ye can do nothing, | | 
2. Conſider what ye ſaw of the Way and Work of the De- 
ceaſed; how the inward Work of Grace appeared in his Conver- 
ſation ; that ye may follow the Foot-ſteps of his, and Abraham“ 
Faith, Rom. iv. 12. Did ye not ſee Hm diligent in ſearching the 
Scriptures, and other good Books; fervent in Prayer; Conftant 
and Pleaſant in the Houſe of God; Self-denying in common Inter 
eſt, and ready to do Good to all; to Friends and Foes ? Seeking 
the good of the Hauſe of God, and the welfare of the Children of Iſrael 
as others had done, Pſal. cxxii. 9. Neb. ii. 10, Bring your Mite 
alſo into this Treaſury; ftudy to be Uſeful to Men, and Appro- 
ved of God. Firft and chiefly Devote your ſelves to ſerve the 
Honour and Intereſt of God and Chriſt, in your Places, and be 
zealous with Wiſdom in his Cauſe, as were Moſes, ꝓoſnua, Urijab, 
Elijah, St. Paul, &c. Its the Task of ſome Good Men to make 
_ known God's Truth, and ſet up his Worſhip, then others bear 
Witneſ to it, cauſe others to obſerve and adhere to it: Others 
calt and turn Sinners to Righteouſneſs, Dan. xii. 3. Luke i. 17. 
Others in their Day reſiſt Back lid ings, or remove prevailing 
Corruptions, Nr. il. 2, 3. Study the Faithful Word, and you'll 
know your ſpecial Duty to Chriſt's Name. Then endeavour as 
| rye opportunity, to do Good to others, Gal. vi. 10, as Ne- 
mich and Mardecai did to their Nation, and Gaius to the Church. 
Some like Satan, are publick Peſts and Nuiſances in their Day; 
ND | | 3 the 
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© they Deceive, 2 and Miffead others by their Example and 
Influence, and too often trouble ſuch as dare not follow their 
pernicious ways: But Abrabam, and ſuch wiſe Reformers, are 
made Bleſſings to others; which is the true Notion of a Good Man, 
um, 3. J. Luke vii. 45.--xxiil. 350. One that in his Day willing- 
y does Good to many; as Ads x. 38. Our Lord Jeſus went 4- 
bout doing Good to Souls and Bodies: ſo did upright Noah in his 
evil Day, Heb. xi. . and Jebiada, 2 Chron. xxiv. 16. and Foftab 
in his Kingdom, Faith worketh by Love. A poor Man may be Wiſe 
and Good to many, Eccl. ix. 15. A Rich and Great Man may be 
more ſo; While too many are doing hurt with their greater Ta- 
lenes, and others have no Heart to do Good, Phil. 2. 21. ſacri- 
ficing the Publick Good to baſe Self. Intereſt; as the ſordid Wret- 
ches in Hag. 1. 4, 9. Be not ye fo Fooliſh, Careleſs, or Barren, 
— oy — in a little, and therein followers of your uſeful Friend 
0 No le . | — 
9 Conſider alſo your obligations to the like Service in your Ge- 
neration, in order to a comfortable Account. He that made and 
maintains you, tells you, ye are not your own, but bis, Acts 17. 28. 
27. 23. whoſe-7 am, and whom 7 ſerve. Do ye not live on his: 
Bounty, and under his Care, as old ꝓucob profeſſeth, Gen. 48. 15, 


1 


16. When the Lord Redeemer bought you with a Price, was it 
not to Honour him? Zyke 1, 74. 1 Cor. 6. 20. Tit. 2. 14. e 
ay u, and roſe again, that be migbt be Lord of the Living and of the. 
Head, being new created in him unto good Works, Nam. 14. 9. 
Eph. 2. 10. Therefore yield your ſelves to the Lord, Rom. 6. 13,---- 
12. 1. For have ye not by a Covenant, Devoted, Offer d up, and 
Obliged your ſelves to yield? And were ye not train'd up in his 
Houſe for his Service? O has he not been at much Coft upon 
you, and all to make you Fruitful? Ia. 5. 4. And have not Thou- 
ſands of 'his painfal- Servants born Witneſs to you, that the Lord- 
your God is a good Maſter, good to his 1/7ae), in and after the 
ſhurpeft Trials, Pfal: 73. 1, 23, 24. They never repented their 
kin hardeſt Labours for his Name fake. Ye know. that 85 N. la- 
4e mented only his Faults and Imperfections, bat none of his boly 
lite Duties and Conflis, and Suffer ings in any good Cauſe. What 
Pr0- tho he were malign'd by ſome? When Mordeeai the Jew, was 
the fincerely ſerving God and his own People, and the King, in whoſe. 
be Provinces the Jews were ſcatter'd, Proud Hamer hated him, be- 
144%; cauſe he durft not Bow to the wicked Amalekite, and Vow'd to 
ake W extirpate him and his People. But then the Righteous Judge: 
car Patronized his good Servant: He lived to a venerable old Age; | 
IS and by his means too, the poor Jews got reſt from all their Ene- 4 
17. mies. Why ſhould not we take Courage in a good way, and 
Ing aſſure our ſelves at leaſt of inward Satisfaction therein, tho' we 
ul were expoſed as Mordecai ſometime was; and at other times his 
25 Services negletted or forgot ? Strive to do worthily in your Day, 
Ne. and you'll find, your Father's God has many Bleſfings in ftore for 
ch. every Generation of Obedient Children. 
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4. Conſider the gracians Aſſiſtances which God's Covenant u 
much aſſures to yo and all the upright now, as to any before. } 
Jou, that truſted and waiteden him for the ſame, Gen. 17 1. 
fal. 105%. 811. 3, 9. with J. 40. 30, 31. God was never 
wantivg fo the Faithful; and His Grace is ſufficient for you, that in- 
ſtead of the Fathers removed, the Church may be comforted in'4 
excellent Children, Pſal. 45. 16. inſpir'd with the ſame Wiſdom: :; 
and Love: Then ſhall the Lord our God be with us, as he was with 
our Fathers: O let him not leave us, nor forſake us. 1 Kings 8, 
57. Depending on his Grace, we ſhall never be overcome of Evil. 
nor weary of Well-doing. x + "poof ane, MN 
5. Remember and conſider, the Time is ſhort. In J. N*s Family 
you ſee both Elder and Younger, paſs into Eternity before you. 
The Good and Bad are under one Law to Die, and cannot chuſe 
when : Your Day of Grace and of Life, are both limited. Some 
of our beſt Friends, and of our worft Enemies, Sleep together in 
the ſilent Grave, where the Good can do no more Work, nor have 
the Bad any more Place for Repentance, The Time js ſhort; 
and flies ſwift ; yet the Time is not too ſhort for the Diligent to 
do all the Work of Time, if ye will but redeem the Time: Nor 
is it too long for any; there is always Work to do for God, or 
our Generation, or our own Souls, did we but diſcern and hear- 
tily affect it. Some of your Friends had a Pilgrimage of many 
Days, but they are got to the end of Life's Journey, Your for- 
mer Paſtors were held long upon Duty: But Dr. Gilpin now is 
not; and worthy. Mr. Sleigh, is not; and now F. N. is not: And 
ſhortly none of you will be found where now you are. Therefore 
it's time for you to ariſe, to mind and diſpatch the Work where- 
in you are to ſerve your Generation. Moſes my Servant is Dead; 
nom therefore Ariſe: Be followers of them, who through Faith and 
Patience, inherit the Promiſes, and Feſus will bring you alſo to his 
Reſt; for he ever lives, and lives for you; and he is the ſame 
when all othef Means die away; let that induce you to rejoice in 
him, and live to him in your Day; and the rather becauſe he 
has yet raiſed up and ſet another over you, fo lead you in the 
way of Life, and to watch for your Souls: Rejoice his Heart, and 
ſtrengthen his Hands, by improving his worthy Labours, that by 
his and your joint Endeavours, God and Chrift may ftill be glo- 
rified and honourably ſerved in this Generation, and fo far as in 
you lies, in the Generations to come: So may 10% Children of thy 
Servant continue, O Lord ( Page 28) and their Seed be eſta- 
bliſbed before tbee. Amen. e 45 
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